


May 3, 2026, Fifth Sunday of Easter - John 14:1-12
by Father Gennadi

Sometimes even good, prayerful people carry a quiet fear inside:
fear of the future, fear of death, fear that we won't be good enough.
If you've ever felt that way, today’s Gospel is for you. Jesus looks at
His friends - who are confused and anxious - and He speaks words
that are still medicine for our hearts. Jesus says: Do not let your
hearts be troubled... In my Father’s house there are many dwelling
places... | am going to prepare a place for you... And | will come
back and take you to myself. (John 14:1-3)

| can still remember the fear that came over me when my doctor
suspected cancer. | had a pain in my leg that various medications
failed to relieve, and my doctor recommended a CT scan. Fear
pierced through every aspect of my life at that time - everything |
lived for, and all my plans. | was afraid for my mother - wondering
who would take care of
her. This is just one
example among many
- one that, surely,
many of us can call to
mind right now. How
often is a human life
filled with fear and
uncertainty?

“When life feels
confusing, the

Christian answer
is not ‘Figure
it all out. The

Christian anaswer

First, let us notice what
Jesus does not say in
today’s gospel to His
disciples. He doesn't
say, There’s nothing to
worry about, as if their
pain isn't real. He says,
Do not let your hearts
be troubled. In other
words: / know you're
afraid. Bring that fear
fo Me. Then Jesus says:
| am the way and the
truth and the life. (John 14:6). He doesn't give His disciples a map. He
gives them Himself. When life feels confusing, the Christian answer
is not, Figure it all out. The Christian answer is, Stay close to Jesus.

is, ‘Stay close
to Jesus.'”
- Father Gennadi

And maybe that's a good question to ask ourselves: what do | do
when | don't know what's coming next? Do | try to control everything?
Do | shut down? Jesus invites us to something better. He invites us
to take the next step with Him: to pray even when we feel nothing,
to come to Mass even when we are distracted, to go to confession
even when we are ashamed, to open the Scriptures even when we
are tired. Not because those things magically erase problems, but
because they keep us connected to the One who is steady when
everything else feels shaky. And Jesus frees us from fear in very
practical ways. He frees us from the fear that we are alone -
because He stays with us. He frees us from the fear of our past -

continued to 7

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

First Holy Communion for the
children of our parish - May God
bless our children, their parents,
catechists, teachers, all working

in our Religious Education and in
Bishop Nevin Academy! They celebrate
their First Holy Communion on
Saturday, May 3rd and May 9th.
Congratulations First Communicants!

Deacon Pat Macaulay is retiring - We
are all invited to a Happy Retirement

reception for Deacon Pat which

will be held in the Parish Hall on
Saturday, May 16th at 6:30pm.
Thank you Deacon Pat for your ministry in St. Martha: for assisting
at Masses and preaching the word of God, for celebrating baptisms
in English language and in Spanish, for celebrating Liturgies of the
Word of God in our church and in care homes and distributing the
Holy Communion, for doing Burials of the Deceased parishioners,
for preparing tens of families for Baptisms, for your leading role with
Lectors and Ministers of Holy Communion, for coordinating the OCIA
in our Parish, for you part in the Parish Council and for many things
which you did and which are too many to be listed here. May God
love you and bless you!

Next Sunday, May 10, 2026, is the Sixth Sunday of Easter.

Our Pastor, Father George

With prayers for God's blessing to you and your family,
Father George

v continued from previous column

because He forgives sins. He frees us from the fear that God

is against us - because Jesus shows us the Father’s heart. If you
want to know what God is like, look at Jesus: merciful, patient, close
to the brokenhearted.

Jesus also gives us hope. He says He is going to prepare a place for
us. That means heaven is not a vague dream. It is a place prepared
by Someone who loves us personally. Jesus doesn't just open a
door and say, Good luck. He promises, / will come back and take you
to myself. So, when we stand at a hospital bed, when we sit at the
kitchen table with a bill we don't know how to pay, when we worry
about our children or our parents, we can say, Lord, You see me.
You have not forgotten me. You are not far away. Christian hope
doesn't deny suffering; it puts suffering in the hands of Someone
who can carry it.

So don't carry your fear alone. Bring it to the One who died for you,
rose for you, and is already preparing the most beautiful place for
you. Tell Him plainly what you're afraid of - name it in your prayer.
And if you can, share it with someone who will help you carry it: a
trusted friend, a family member, a priest. Fear grows in isolation,
but it weakens in the light.
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Religious Education May 3-9, 2026

St Martha’s Caritas Donations

Caritas Outreach Ministry provides assistance with utility
payments, transportation, food, prescriptions, and work attire for
thousands in Sarasota in acute financial need.

Thank you all for your donations and help in
serving our community when we are in such a great need.

StMartha.org - 941.366.4210 3



Live The Liturgy - Inspiration of the Week

How often do we contemplate the mercy of God, but fear it will
run out? How often do we consider following the path of Christ
and worry that it is too steep? But God has not overpromised.
Dare to believe Him. Dare to follow Him.

Observances for the week of May 3
Liturgical Calendar

Sun,3  5th Sunday of Easter

Tue, 5 Cinco de Mayo

Thu,7 National Day of Prayer
Sun,10  6th Sunday of Easter / Mother's Day

Events & Activities

Consecration the Sacred Heart of Jesus on

June 11, 2026 - a historic moment in the US as

bishops consecrate the Sacred Heart of Jesus signaling

to God that His goodness is not forgotten and that our country relies on
God's providence for confinued flourishing, bringing blessing and hope to
a country suffering from wounds of division and an epidemic of
loneliness. Parishes across the country, including here in the Diocese

of Venice, are asked to join in this consecration. Guidance in planning
this celebration within a Mass can be found here. More about what
consecrating the United States of American fo the Sacred Heart of Jesus
means and how it can bless our nation can be found at popesprayerusa.net.

Charity Golf Tournament - The annual St. Mary Academy Golf
Tournament has an 8:30am shotgun start May 16 at Heritage
Harbour Golf Club, 8000 Stone Harbour Loop, Bradenton. The cost
is $150 per player. Please call Connie Taft ot 941.685.2108 to
register or for sponsorship opportunities.

Mental Health Counseling Services - Catholic Charities, Diocese of
Venice is offering Mental Health Counseling and Tele-Health Counseling
for adults and children provided by licensed mental health therapists.
If you or someone you know is feeling stressed, anxious, depressed,
helpless, or overwhelmed, Catholic Charities can help. For more
information, please call 239.455.2655 or visit Catholic Chariies
catholiccharitiesdov.org/behavioral-health-center.

Totus Tuus Summer Missionaries - Applications are open for
college -age young adults to serve as Totus Tuus Missionaries for the
2026 Parish evangelization and catechesis Summer Program. This role
involves traveling in teams to parishes throughout the Diocese, leading
catechetical sessions for children and youth. Responsibilities include
teaching the Catholic Faith using the Totus Tuus curriculum, facilitating
activities, including skits and songs, working collaboratively, teaching
about the Mass, leading in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and
facilitating discussion groups. This is a paid position. Applicants must be
at least 18 years of age, a high school graduate, and available for the
required training period May 20-30, followed by weekly parish
assignments through July 24, with a scheduled break from June
28-July 4. More information: Andres Prias, Diocesan Director of Youth
& Young Adult Ministry, 941.441.1122.

Theology on Tap, Thursday, May 21 - Calling all young adulis!

Join Catholic young people from across the Diocese for an evening of
fellowship, faith and fun! Theology on Tap is an opportunity for young
adults in their 20s and 30s to explore faith topics in a relaxed social
setting. Theology on Tap meets on the third Thursday of every month
at Oak & Stone, 5405 University Parkway, University Park. No
need to register in advance. This month, the group will meet on Thursday,
May 21, at 7pm. Featured speaker is Rev. Thomas Carzon, 0.M.V.
Pastor of San Pedro Parish, who will be leading a falk called,

Do whatever He tells you. To learn more, contact Andres Prias, 941.441.1122.
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Weekly Mass Intentions & Donation Opportunities ——————— May39,2026

Sun, May 3 ... .Ads 6:1-7; 1 Pt 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12

7:30am.......[JV] . . Ryan Halstead by Mom

9:00am.......[GR]. . Grace Bauso by Jim and Mimi

9:00am.......[6S]. . (Hall) Francis A. Czajkowski by Claire Meade
10:30am.....[FS] . . For All Parishioners

12:00pm.....[GR]. . Jose Encarnacion by Rose Arellano

12:00pm.....[JV] . . (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions

5:30pm.......[GR]. . L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family by Betty and Joe Plouffe

Mon, May 4. . . . Acts 14:5-18; Jn 14:21-26

7:30am.......[JV] . . (L) David M. Shigley by David and Paula Shigley
8:30am.......[6S]. . Poor Souls in Purgatory by John and Stephanie lacopelli
12:00pm......[GS]. . Delores Wiriz by Bob and Debbie Frank

Tue, May 5. . . .. Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a

7:30am.......[GR]. . Minnie Coleman by David and Paula Shigley
8:30am.......[JV] . . Ryan Halstead by Mom

12:00pm...... [GS]. . (L) Megan McGruder Stephens by John and Mary McGruder

Wed, May 6. . . . Acis 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8
7:30am.......[GS]. . (L) Paul Lortie by Ginger Evans
8:30am.......[6S]. . Richard Cino by Maria Cino
12:00pm.....[GR]. . Tom Thompson by Margaret Neary

Thy, May 7. . ... Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11

7:30am.......[JV] . . John and Ann Bealey & Family by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly
8:30am.......[GR]. . George Harrison Grimsley by Yanery lzaguirre

12:00pm..... [FS] . . Patrick McMorrow by the Cristofano Family

Fri, May 8 ..... Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17
7:30am.......[GS]. . James Ambrose by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly
8:30am.......[JV] . . L & D Mbrs of the Sheridan Family by the Family
12:00pm......[FS] . . (L) Mary McGruder by John McGruder

Sat, May 9. . ... Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21
7:30am.......[JV] . . Jim Norris by Marcia Norris
8:30am.......[GR]. . Tomasz Wiltowski by Agnes Corsaro
4:00pm.......[FS]. . The Chomiak Family by the Family
5:30pm.......[GR]. . Rosa Quevedo by Monica Portugal

Sun, May 10 ...Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Pt 3:15-18; Jn 14:15-21
7:30am.......[GR]. . Rose Linsky by the Corsaro Family

9:00am.......[FS] . . Casey and Dr. Terry Kane by Peggy Mock

10:30am.....[GS]. . For All Parishioners

12:00pm......[GS]. . Domingo Tengco by Romulo and Mafalda Tengco
12:00pm.....[JV] . . (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions

5:30pm.......[6S]. . L & D Mbrs of the Cummins Family by Bob and Virginia Forget

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV),
Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Guennadi (GR)
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Events & Activities
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Kids Corner May 3-9, 2026

Gospel

Jesus is getting a place ready for you in heaven. One
day you can spend time with Jesus there. You will never
get sick. You will never be sad. You will never be left
out. You will be loved because you are God's special
child, and He wants to spend time with you every day.

Color
Mission for the Week Jesus is getting ready for

you. Make sure you are getting ready for Jesus.
Ask God to help you grow closer to Him every day.

Prayer
Thank you for promising to make a special place for
me in heaven, Jesus.

Draw a picture of what you think your special
place in heaven might look like, and share it with
your family.

StMartha.org - 941.366.4210 7



St Mary Academy —

Crun at OfJonuts with (Gwwn-ups!

Thank you to all of our parents, grandparents, and family friends who attended our
special event and $5,000 drawing last week. We truly appreciate the support. What a
fun way to start the day and celebrate our school! «
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St Martha School May 3-, 2026
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Important Information

Outreach Ministries

Altar Servers . . . ... ..
Catholic Charities . . . . . .
Community Pregnancy Clinics
Casa Santa Marta . . . . ..
Choir/Cantor . . . . .. ..
Eucharist Adoration . . . . .
Extraordinary Ministers . . .
Finance Coundil . . . . . ..
Family Ministry . . . . . ..
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M) . .
Hospitality Ministry . . . . .
Knights of Columbus . . .
lecors . ..........
0.CIA . ..........
Parish Council
PrayerLine . . .. ... ..
Solve Maternity Homes . . .
Ushers .. .........
Volunteer Coordinator . . .
WitnesstoLove . . . . . ..

Dn. Vern Smith . . .

Important Contact Information

. devern@stmartha.org

Diocese of Venice. . . . 941.484.9543
............. 941.260.5427
............. 941.366.4448
Thomas Varas . . . . . tvaras@stmartha.org
Parish Office. . . . . . 941.366.4210
Dc Pat Macaulay . . . . depatrick@stmartha.org
Emil Efthimides . . . . ede24@usa.com
Gary Kerschner . . . . Kerschg56@gmail.com
Tony Cocco, Chair . . . 941.366.5620
Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953

. Dale Thompson . . . . 941.350.9010
Randy Kelly . . . . . . 510.853.0401
Patricia Sileo . . . . . 941.366.4210
Beth Cannata . . . . . 941.321.2953
Parish Office. . . . . . 941.366.4210
Peggy Kerwin . . . . . 941.748.0094
Steve Mislyan . . . . . 941.993.0997
Stuart Love . ... .. 941.780.7834
Jim & Agnes Rutushni . . 941.960.5128

Weeefing By

Chad Berry & Fernanda Flores (3)
Luke Padickaparambil & Sandhya Kakany (3)

Ge to the fo0r and

— St. Vincent dePaul * That is the Vincentian Mission.

We invite you to be part of a communi-
ty of Vincentians who
go to the poor.

Call the Incarnation parish office
941.921.6631 or come fo one of our
meetings on the last Monday of each
month at 6:30pm.

It is said that no

form of charity is
foreign to the
St. Vincent de
Paul Society.

The harvest is indeed great,
but more laborers are needed.

Diocese of Venice

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . . .. 941.484.9543
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes

Sthude........... Sarasofa. . . . .. .. 941.955.3934
Christthe King . . . . . .. Sarasofa. . . . . . .. 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . ... ... Sarasota. . . .. ... 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota. . . . . ... 941.755.1826
St. Patrick. . . ....... Sarasota. . . .. ... 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longhoat Key . . . . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasofa. . . .. . .. 941.923.1691
St.Joseph . ........ Bradenton . . . . . .. 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . SiestaKey . . . . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . . . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy

4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232

St. Martha Catholic School. . Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy. . . . . . Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL34232 . . . . . .. 941.371.4917
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Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210

Sarasota, FL 34239

NO DRUGS

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm

Building Materials « Furniture
Appliances « Flooring

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST  NO INJECTIONS Home Décor - Cabinets
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS & NO SURGERY! Or David Cifra DC

IN AMERICA SarasotaDiscCenter.com Parishioner
Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St
941.906.9575

CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate

Corporate Planning | Community Association Law Large item?
Joseph L. Najmy, Esq. COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups
jnajmy@najmythompson.com (941 ) 444-5782
1401 8th Ave. W. 6320 Venture Dr, Ste. 104 .
Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch, WWWohabltatsrqoorg

(941) 355-5400

“Call The Professionals”

FL 34205 FL 34202
(941) 748-2216 (941) 907-3999

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Follow us on

000

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal, BANQUETS & EVENTS

Restorative, Dental Hygiene
Providing simple to complex

specialty dental care in one
convenient location

All Inclusive Event Venue [El

Ideal for: Weddings,
Quinceariera, Sweet 16,
Corporate Meetings and More

941.392.0577 [Ok

LaGranMansionFL.com « Info@lagranmansionfl.com

120 S Tuttle Ave
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444
* %k %k Kk ok

Check our reviews online
www.drmisch.com

ECED

CHUCK
DEMCHAK

Attorney at Law
PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE
1626 Ringling Blvd,
Sarasota FL 34236

Best Law Firms® 2025 Tier 1in Sarasota for
Personal Injury Litigation - Plaintiffs

PODIATRIST + 941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care
Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM
Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

ECD.LAW | CHUCK@ECD.LAW | 941-366-8888

Veteran Preplanning

Wiegand Chapel is Now Discount Available
At Palms Memorial Park  Celebration of Life Center  sering Your Funeral Home &
941 -371 _4962 941 921 5755 Cemetery Needs Throughout
‘ ehEE Sarasota & Manatee Counties
170 Honore Avenue 7454 South Tamiami Trail .
Sarasota, FL 34232 Sarasota, FL 34231 o oot e o st

Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor

Robert Toale Family

16-0525

accommodate this need.

www.palmsmemorial.com www.wiegandbrothers.com
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TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI Stacey Maloney
Parishioner & Attorney at Law Attorney, M.B.A.
Wills/Trusts and Estates Business Administration

Real Estate & Succession PlanningEstate
Tax Exempt Organizations Planning & Administration

(941) 366-5510 (Wills & Trusts)

tinam@bowmangeorge.com Probate ¢ Real Estate
FREE CONSULTATION

1990 Main St., Ste 750 1201 6th Ave. W, Ste 100, Unit #A621
o . ﬂ -926-2 5V26 Sarasota, FL 34236 Bradenton, FL 34205
2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3

Sarasota, FL 34237 Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair (941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

DAVI D M V’:'IELBL'%ESE?J!{%U?V Wills and Trusts
° IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING Admitted in NY and FL

B RACCIA N o’ D.o. 8-6Ag.[éeantsall452r;i3ces DR'CI:ITFIJ\INE Robert J. HOﬂman, ESC]Uire

Dermatology & —
ompuments o;
MOHS Surgery Bgl 1330 Main Street

S ta, FL 34236
8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201 CONTRACTORS a(r:;:% 223_9547

LY P o LA RTUVITA TETSSEN DL YT BT G MRS T M 20 535 4646 « bandifiorida.com | robertihoffmanattorneyatlaw.com

www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com wanatee County, FL

[ [ / .
» Medicare
R. Craig Harrison CFREEDOWM Ao
Attorney at Law d HEALTH P!
Marilvn Kneafse Board Certified Cell: 941-504-6540
BROKEX% ASSOCIATE &y Wills « Trusts - Estates E: gcain@freedomh.com
; LYONS, BEAUDRY &
_PARISHIONER HARRISON. P.A. Office: 941-708-0850 Gayle Cain
Marilyn. K@CBRealty.com (9 41) 366-3282 Member Services: 1-800-401-2740  Benefit Consultant Manatee,
941-373-0999 ; TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm Sarasota, Charlotte Counties
- - Conveniently located near St. Martha
Refer to this ad and I'll donate 1605 Main St., Suite 1111+ Sarasota, FL Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a
25% of my commission from - . contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollmentin Freedom
your transaction to St. Martha’s! craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com | Health depends on contractrenewal.”  H5427_22AgtBCAd_C
s || Insurance Planning Solutions
We Make Everyday Life Easier Turning 65?
» Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service Need help with annual enrollment?
Pocidar rive-in & “°“i;' Gervices - vices Just moved?
941-212-0310 - info@pLoIishcareser\:/'ices.com Ge.stting Marl_'ied? 941 -485-3777
polishcareservices.com « 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota Plannmg For retirement? [Sarasota)

Here to help you, your family and your
business find affordable insurance

Joy Leitner options to meet your needs.
'"d;%‘;dte“t (941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Sovereign Plastic Surgery _|

Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon
Dr. Alissa Shulman Dr. Chris Sforzo,
941-366-5476 Orthopedic Surgeon
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon ..
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 Parishioner
Sarasota, Florida 34239

Parishioner 941.378.5100
www.SovereignPS SforzoDillingham.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Martha Roman Catholic Church, Sarasota FL 16-0525



