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continued to k

Our Pastor, Father George

May 24, 2026, The Solemnity of Pentecost (Descent of  
the Holy Spirit) by Father George
Flames of fire appeared on each apostle in the Cenacle when the 
Holy Spirit descended on them. A dove was another sign of the Holy 
Spirit, Who descended on Jesus when John baptized Him. In our 
churches we always see the image of a dove above our church  
organs, which reminds us about the presence of the Holy Spirit 
among us. Another sign of the Spirit is the languages in which the 
apostles spoke in Jerusalem, and they were understood by many 
visitors. In St. Martha, it will be American, Polish, Vietnamese, and 
Italian accents of the parish clergy and many other accents represented 
by the parishioners and guests who attend the church. This shows 
that the power of the living Spirit is present in the living Church.

Jesus gave the Church the mission of forgiveness: whose sins you 
forgive they are forgiven. God empowers humans with the strength 
of the Holy Spirit in order that we humans learn properly how to forgive 
and how to regain others for God. And we remember how Jesus 
forgave the thief on the cross, He forgave Peter who denied him, He 
forgave the sinful woman caught in adultery, He forgave Zacchaeus 
the tax collector, He taught forgiveness in the story of the prodigal 
son, He forgave the paralytic whom He also cured, and He forgave 

others who suffered 
from guilt. He now 
creates His forgiving 
Church, which now, 
with the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, under-
stands His actions 
and knows the value 
of forgiveness and 
the danger of sin. 

Jesus also said; 
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained. This is not an 
invitation to His apostles to use a special power to rule the human 
conscience and punish people for their mistakes. This is to make 
them and everybody else aware of how dangerous it is living in sin, 
and how important it is to be forgiven. Retaining sin doesn’t mean 
 a refusal of sacramental absolution. It means postponing the  
sacramental absolution of sin until a penitent realizes the  
seriousness of sin and decides to turn away from it, like in the case 
of Peter who denied Jesus yet came back and three times assured 
Jesus of his love, or other disciples, who ran away from garden of 
Gethsemane, but who came back and prayed with Mary.  
Forgiveness brings peace and peace brings joy; we can clearly  
see it from this encounter between Jesus and His disciples. 
 Entering the room, He gave them the gift of peace, which then  
made them filled with joy, and in turn He gave them the Holy Spirit 
and told them to combat sin and spread forgiveness.

Today is the first Sunday after the Vatican announced the name of 
the future Bishop for our Diocese. Bishop Dewane’s obligatory  
resignation has been accepted and Fr. Emilio Biosca Aguero has 
been named Bishop-elect. He will be consecrated Bishop on  

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:
Bishop Frank J. Dewane is retiring 
- When he turned 75 in 2025, Bishop 
Dewane was obliged by the Cannon 
Law to hand in his resignation from 
his episcopal ministry. The Holy Father 
accepted his resignation on May 13, 
2026, and Bishop Dewane became 
Bishop-emeritus in the Diocese of 
Venice. He is still the Administrator  
of the Diocese until the new Bishop 
takes over after his consecration.  

The Vatican announced the name of his replacement, who is  
Bishop-elect Father Emilio Biosca Aguero, pastor of the Shrine 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Washington D.C. The Bishop-elect 
will be consecrated Bishop on July 11, 2026. May God give Bishop 
Dewane a happy retirement and the Bishop-elect his generous 
blessing for his episcopal ministry in the Diocese of Venice.
8:30am weekday Mass suspended until Sunday, May 31, 2026 
Consecration of the U.S.A. to the Sacred Heart of Jesus - On  
June 11, 2026, as part of the celebration of the 250th anniversary of 
the signing of the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. bishops 
will consecrate the United States of America to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, recognizing and celebrating the contribution of Catholics and 
the impact of our faith on the history of the country. This signals to 
God that His goodness is not forgotten and that our country relies on 
God’s providence for continued flourishing, bringing blessing and 
hope to a country suffering from wounds of division and an epidemic 
of loneliness.
Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus - From June 3rd until June 10th, 
we will pray the Novena during the Evening Prayer, before the Blessed 
Sacrament, at 6:30pm in the church. Please, come and join in!
The Holy Mass celebrating the Consecration of the U.S.A. - to the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus will be held on Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 
6:30pm in St. Martha Church.                                                                                                                                       
Next Sunday, May 30, 2026, is The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity.
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George 

“God empowers humans with  

the strength of the Holy Spirit  

in order that we humans learn 

properly how to forgive and  

how to regain others for God.” 
- Father George

July 11 and on that day will begin his episcopal ministry in the Diocese 
of Venice. We thank Bishop Frank Dewane who, for about 20 years, 
looked after the local Church, and we pray to the Holy Spirit to bless 
Bishop-elect Emilio with His grace. The Universal Church was born 
when the Holy Spirit descended on the apostles; may our local church 
be generously blessed at this transitional time. May we all receive 
the gifts of the Spirit, who comes from His celestial home and sheds 
on us a ray of light divine. He is our souls’ most welcome guest, 
sweet refreshment here below. We pray today: Come Holy Spirit, fill 
the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.

And You shall renew the face of the earth.

 l continued from previous column
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Consecration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on  
June 11, 2026 - a historic moment in the US as  
bishops consecrate the Sacred Heart of Jesus  
signaling to God that His goodness is not forgotten and that our 
country relies on God’s providence for continued flourishing, bringing 
blessing and hope to a country suffering from wounds of division 
and an epidemic of loneliness. Parishes across the country, including 
here in the Diocese of Venice, are asked to join in this consecration. 
Guidance in planning this celebration within a Mass can be found  
here. More about what consecrating the United States of American to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus means and how it can bless our nation can  
be found at popesprayerusa.net. 

Mental Health Counseling Services - Catholic Charities, Diocese of 
Venice is offering Mental Health Counseling and Tele-Health Counseling 
for adults and children provided by licensed mental health therapists.  
If you or someone you know is feeling stressed, anxious, depressed,  
helpless, or overwhelmed, Catholic Charities can help. For more  
information, please call 239.455.2655 or visit Catholic Charities  
catholiccharitiesdov.org/behavioral-health-center.

Marriage Prep Retreats/Seminars - Marriage Preparation Retreats 
are required by the Diocese of Venice for those couples preparing 
for Sacramental Marriage in the Catholic Church. The retreats are 
from 8:30am-4pm and the $60 registration fee includes all retreat 
materials and lunch. Registration is required. Couples unable to 
attend an in-person retreat may contact the Diocesan Marriage Prep 
office to register for the online version. Please contact Jim Gontis, 
941.486.4754. Day of Reflection Marriage Retreat is a specially 
prepared volunteer team of married couples, and a priest, who share 
their experiences and information, enabling couples to be more aware 
of the privileges and responsibilities of marriage. The next Retreat is 
June 20 at St. John the Evangelist Parish in Naples. Register  
dioceseofvenice.regfox.com/2026-day-of-reflection-mp-retreat. Two 
Become One Marriage Retreat for 55 and older couples preparing 
for the Sacrament of Marriage or convalidation in the Catholic Church. 
The next Two Become One Marriage Retreat is on September 26  
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center. Register  
dioceseofvenice.regfox.com/2026-two-become-one-retreats.

Events & Activit ies

Observances for the week of May 10 
Liturgical Calendar 

Sun 24 	 Pentecost Sunday

Mon 25 	 Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church;  
	 Memorial Day

Tue 26	 St. Philip Neri, Priest

Wed 27 	 St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop

Fri 29	 St. Paul VI, Pope

Sun 30 	 The Most Holy Trinity

Live The Liturgy - Inspiration of the Week
Today, Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Advocate. The Latin for 
lawyer is advocatus. Like a lawyer, the Holy Spirit defends us. 
The Holy Spirit guides us. So, when you’re in trouble, don’t 
forget: ask for your lawyer, and do what he tells you.

Pentecost Prayer
Come Holy Spirit, Descend upon us and fill us with the fire of 
Your love! Remind us of Your dreams for us, ignite us with new 
zeal, place new visions on our hearts, and the grace to work 
alongside You.  
Amen.

Virtues, Explained!
Piety denotes the reverence which we give to our faith and to 
our country, writes St. Thomas Aquinas. And since God is the 
Father of all, the worship of God is also called piety.
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May 24-30, 2026Weekly Mass Intentions & Donation Opportunit ies

Sun, May 24. . . .     Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23 
7:30am........[GR]. .   Palma Corsaro by the Corsaro Family 
9:00am........[FS]. .   Chesterine and Henry Drabicki by the Ordonez Family 
10:30am......[GS]. .   For All Parishioners  
12:00pm......[GR]. .   Dragutin Gobic by Fred Gobic 
12:00pm......[PN]. .   (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm........[GS]. .   L & D Mbrs of the Forget Family by Bob and Virginia Forget

Mon, May 25. . .    Gn 3:9-15, 20; Jn 19:25-34 
7:30am........[] . . .    Robert Rutkowski by the Rutkowski Family

Tue, May 26. . . .     1 Pt 1:10-16; Mk 10:28-31 
7:30am........[] . . .    (L) Hans and Adriana by Kids 
12:00pm......[] . . .    (L) Emma DeCotis by Patricia Devine

Wed, May 27. . .    1 Pt 1:18-25; Mk 10:32-45 
7:30am........[] . . .    Robert Romaine by Fr. Bob and Gail Romaine 
12:00pm......[] . . .    Missing and Exploited Children by Betty and Joe Plouffe

Thu, May 28. . . .     1 Pt 2:2-5, 9-12; Mk 10:46-52 
7:30am........[] . . .    Brandon Simonson by the Rutkowski Familyy 
12:00pm......[] . . .    L & D Mbrs of the Zalamea Family by Cecille and Eric

Fri, May 29 . . . .     1 Pt 4:7-13; Mk 11:11-26 
7:30am........[] . . .    Catherine Warner by Thomas and Jacqueline Kelly 
12:00pm......[] . . .    Charles Proctor by Ann Proctor

Sat, May 30. . . .     Jude 17, 20b-25; Mk 11:27-33 
7:30am........[] . . .    Fouad Nassab by Aldo Massara 
4:00pm........[] . . .    Mark Poelkc by the 4 O’clock Ushers 
5:30pm........[] . . .    L & D Mbrs of the Urdaneta Family by Alina

Sun, May 31. . . .     Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; 2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18 
7:30am........[] . . .    Carole Ann Salmon by the Salmon Family 
9:00am........[] . . .    (L) Joshua Duarte by Mom 
10:30am......[] . . .    For All Parishioners  
12:00pm......[] . . .    L & D Mbrs of the Weir Family by Wife and Mother 
12:00pm......[] . . .    (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm........[] . . .    Carole Salmon by the Salmon Family

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Gennadi (GR), Fr. Paul (PN)

Wedding Banns
 

Dante Coradin & Gabriella Herrera (3)
Jordan Kue & Yen Nguyen (3)
Tin Ha & Phuong Nguyen (3)
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Events & Activit ies

We invite you to be part of a communi-
ty of Vincentians who  
go to the poor. 

Call the Incarnation parish office 
941.921.6631 or come to one of our 
meetings on the last Monday of each 
month at 6:30pm. 

The harvest is indeed great,  
but more laborers are needed.

– St. Vincent dePaul • That is the Vincentian Mission.

It is said that no  
form of charity is 

foreign to the  
St. Vincent de  
Paul Society. 

Go to the poor and  
you will find God.

St Martha’s Caritas Donations
 Caritas Outreach Ministry provides assistance with utility 

payments, transportation, food, prescriptions, and work attire for 
thousands in Sarasota in acute financial need.  
Thank you all for your donations and help in  

serving our community when we are in such a great need. 
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May 24-30, 2026Kids Corner

Sharing the Gospel  
Jesus gave his friends the Holy Spirit, who would  
always live in their hearts. If any of them were ever sad 
or afraid, the Holy Spirit comforted them. If someone 
had sinned, they could bring healing and forgiveness. 
With the help of the Holy Spirit, they shared God’s love 
with the world.

Prayer  
Thank you for the gift of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

Read the Gospel of the week and 
color the image below.

Color the image below.

Draw  
Draw a picture of the Holy Spirit helping 
you to forgive someone.

Mission for the Week  
Ask the Holy Spirit to help you forgive others.
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St Mary Academy 
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May 24-30, 2026St Martha School
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Important Information

Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Dn. Vern Smith  .   .   .   .   dcvern@stmartha.org 
Catholic Charities .   .   .   .   .   .   . Diocese of Venice .   .   .   . 941.484.9543 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  . .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .   .   .   .   .   . .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Thomas Varas  .  .   .   .   .   tvaras@stmartha.org 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .  Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .  Dc Pat Macaulay  .   .   .   . dcpatrick@stmartha.org  
Finance Council .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Emil Efthimides  .   .   .   .   ede24@usa.com 
Family Ministry .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Gary Kerschner  .   .   .   .   Kerschg56@gmail.com 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .   .   Tony Cocco, Chair  .   .   .   941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry .   .   .   .   .   . Beth Cannata  .   .   .   .   .   941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  .   .   .   .   . Dale Thompson  .   .   .   .   941.350.9010 
Lectors  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Randy Kelly  .  .   .   .   .   .   510.853.0401 
O.C.I.A.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Patricia Sileo  .   .   .   .   .   941.366.4210 
Parish Council  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Beth Cannata  .   .   .   .   .   941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Parish Office  .   .   .   .   .   . 941.366.4210 
Solve Maternity Homes .   .   .   . Peggy Kerwin  .   .   .   .   .   941.748.0094 
Ushers  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Steve Mislyan  .   .   .   .   .   941.993.0997 
Volunteer Coordinator  .   .   .   . Stuart Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   941.780.7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Jim & Agnes Rutushni  .   . 941.960.5128

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.484.9543 

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.955.3934 
Christ the King  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.924.2777 
Incarnation .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  .   .   . Longboat Key  .   .   .   .   .   941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  .   .   .   .   .   .   . Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Bradenton  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel .   .   . Siesta Key  .   .   .   .   .   .   . 941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  .   .   .   . Lakewood Ranch  .   .   .   941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy  
4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School  .   .  Principal Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy  .   .   .   .   .   .  Principal: Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 .   .   .   .   .   .   .   941.371.4917

Important Contact Information



Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St 

 941.906.9575
CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS
& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210
Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

All Inclusive Event Venue 
Ideal for: Weddings, 

Quinceañera, Sweet 16, 
Corporate Meetings and More 

941.392.0577

B A N Q U E TS  &  E V E N TS

LaGranMansionFL.com • Info@lagranmansionfl.com

Follow us on

At Palms Memorial Park
941.371.4962

170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231
www.wiegandbrothers.com

Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family

Veteran Preplanning 
Discount Available

Serving Your Funeral Home & 
Cemetery Needs Throughout 
Sarasota & Manatee Counties

If the final resting place for your 
loved one is in another state, we can 

accommodate this need.

CHUCK  
DEMCHAK

Attorney at Law
PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1626 Ringling Blvd,  
Sarasota FL 34236

ECD.LAW | CHUCK@ECD.LAW | 941-366-8888

Best Law Firms® 2025 Tier 1 in Sarasota for 
Personal Injury Litigation – Plaintiffs
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Building Materials • Furniture 
Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Large item? 
COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  
Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 
specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 
www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care



Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
	 1990 Main St., Ste 750 	 1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
	 Sarasota, FL 34236	 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman
941-366-5476

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 

Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI
Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations
(941) 366-5510

tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 
CHIHA

Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  
WE’LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

•	 All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Attorney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.
(941) 366-3282

Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

4502 McAshton St. • Sarasota, FL 342334502 McAshton St. • Sarasota, FL 34233

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain 
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER
Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999

SarasotaSarasota
Bernie WalshBernie Walsh 941-485-3777941-485-3777
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• Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service
• Live-in & Hourly Services

• Residential/Commercial Cleaning Services
941-212-0310 • info@polishcareservices.com

polishcareservices.com • 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota

FL Lic. 238868 Cert 33563
Registered & Insured

We Make Everyday Life Easier

8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201
941.360.2255 | www.braccianodermatology.com

DAVID M.  
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology &  
MOHS Surgery


