


June 21,2026 - 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
by Deacon Vern

The readings for this Sunday speak powerfully about fear, trust, and
the courage to witness to God's truth in a world that can be hostile.
They invite us to move from anxiety to confidence, from silence

to bold proclamation, rooted in the assurance that God knows us
intimately and never abandons us.

In the Gospel (Matthew 10:26-33), Jesus tells His disciples three
times: Do not be afraid. This repetition reveals how deeply fear can
grip the human heart. The disciples are being sent into a world that
will misunderstand, oppose, and even persecute them. Yet Jesus reminds
them that nothing is hidden forever - truth will ultimately prevail.

This message is not just for the apostles; it is for us. We often fear
rejection, failure, or being judged for our beliefs. We might hesitate
to speak about our faith or live it fully in public. But Jesus reassures
us that God's providence is active in every detail of our lives. Even
the hairs of your head are all counted. This intimate care means we
are never alone or forgotten.

The first reading (Jeremiah 20:10-13) shows the raw human experience
of fear and suffering. Jeremiah feels surrounded by enemies and
betrayal. He even hears whispering voices plotting against him. Yet
in the middle of this anguish, he proclaims a profound truth:

But the Lord is with me, like a mighty champion.

Jeremiah teaches us that faith does not mean the absence of fear -
it means choosing to trust God despite fear. His journey reflects our
own: moments of doubt and discouragement can coexist with deep
trust. God does not expect us to be fearless; He invites us to rely on
Him when we are afraid.

In the second reading (Romans 5:12-15), St. Paul
contrasts Adam and Christ. Sin entered the world
through one man, bringing death. But through Jesus,
grace overflows even more abundantly. This passage
reminds us that no matter how broken the world
may seem, God’s grace is always greater than sin.

This is crucial when we face fear or opposition.
The ultimate victory has already been won by
Christ. We do not struggle alone, and we do not
struggle in vain. Every act of faith, every
witness to truth, participates in the triumph of
grace over darkness. Jesus' final words in the
Gospel challenge us directly:

“Everyone who acknowledges Me before others |
will acknowledge before My heavenly Father.

Faith is not meant to be hidden. It is meant to shine. This does not
always require dramatic gestures; often it is lived in quiet fidelity,
integrity at work, compassion in relationships, and courage in
speaking truth when it is difficult.

At the same time, Jesus warns about denying Him. This is not meant
to threaten us, but to remind us of the importance of

continued to 7

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

God bless Fathers! - Today's Gospel speaks
about being courageous and protecting our
souls. May God bless our fathers for their
courage in protecting families, society, country,
our faith and all that is dear to us!

Nativity of St. John the Baptist - (June 24)
The Gulf's water on Lido beach or Siesta

WECIHERCER IR
that faith does not
mean absence of fear -

it means choosing to

trust God despite fear”

- Deacon Vern

Our Pastor, Father George ~ Key beach is warm already and people have

been swimming for few months now, but in
Poland, the solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist is the day
which traditionally allows you to swim in the lakes - John the Baptist
baptizes the waters with his baptism for the forgiveness of sins and it
becomes safe to go for a swim. May we all enjoy safe swimming and
may God bless and protect us during this hurricane season!

Last Thursday of the month Adoration - (June 25) The Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament will be held from 7pm until 8pm. Please join
us in the church for this special time with the Lord.

Solemnity of St. Peter and St. Paul - (June 29) Next week, Monday is
the day to remember these two Princes of the Church, who followed
Jesus, and they both ended their lives as martyrs for Jesus in Rome.
Roman Church is watered with the blood of these two apostles and
hundreds of other martyrs, persecuted for believing in Christ.

Next Sunday, June 28, 2026, is the 13th Sunday in ordinary Time.

With prayers for God's blessing to you and your family,
Father George

v continued: Deacon Vern
authenticity. Our relationship with Christ calls for consistency
between what we believe and how we live.

This Sunday calls us to reflect: What am | afraid of?
-Fear of rejection?

-Fear of failure?

-Fear of standing out because of my faith?

Jesus speaks directly into those fears: Do not be
afraid. Our worth is not determined by others’
opinions but by God's love. We are precious to
Him, more than many sparrows.

When we truly grasp this, fear loses its power.
We can live with freedom, speak with courage,
and love with generosity.

The 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time reminds us
that discipleship involves both challenge and
grace. Like Jeremiah, we may feel surrounded by difficulties. Like
the apostles, we may face fear. But like St. Paul teaches, grace is
always greater than anything we encounter.

Let us ask for the courage to trust God deeply, to witness to Christ
boldly, and to remember always:

We are known, we are loved, and we need not be afraid.
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Prayer of Discipline
Thank you for my body and soul, Lord.

Virtues, Explained!

In being affable, we make ourselves friendly, approachable,
and agreeable to those around us, regardless of how they
make us feel. How good and how pleasant it is when brothers
dwell together as one, writes King David in Psalm 133.

Live The Liturgy - Inspiration of the Week

What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light. We all
hear God's voice whispering in our hearts. Discipleship means
speaking those words out loud. We all feel the Spirit sing into
our souls. Discipleship means that we dance to the tune.

Observances for the week of June 21

Sun21  12th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Father’s Day

Mon 22  St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Sts. John Fisher,
Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs

Wed 24  The Nativity of St. John the Baptist

Sat27 St Cyril of Alexandria,
Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Sun28  13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Prayers - Events - Activities

Retreat Center Open House June 27 - Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Retreat Center in Venice (OLPH) invites you

for a day of prayer, rest, renewal, and fellowship for an Open
House, 10am-2pm, June 27, 2026, at OLPH 3989S. Moon Dr., Venice.
Explore the peaceful grounds, tour the facilities, meet the team, and
learn about the retreats and programs offered. RSVP by June 20,
2026, call 941.486.0233.

Marriage Prep Retreats/Seminars - Required by the Diocese of
Venice for those couples preparing for Sacramental Marriage in the
Catholic Church: Two Become One Marriage Retreat for 55 and
older couples is on September 26 from 8:30am-4pm at Our Lady
of Perpetual Help Retreat Center. Registration is required. $60
registration fee includes all retreat materials and lunch. Register
dioceseofvenice.regfox.com/2026-two-become -one -retreats. Couples
unable to attend in-person, contact Jim Gontis, 941.486.4754,
Diocesan Marriage Prep office for the online registration version.

Mental Health Counseling Services - Catholic Charities, Diocese
of Venice is offering Mental Health Counseling and Tele -Health
Counseling for adults and children provided by licensed mental health
therapists. If you or someone you know is feeling stressed, anxious,
depressed, helpless, or overwhelmed, Catholic Charities can help.

For more information, please call 239.455.2655 or visit Catholic
Charities catholiccharitiesdov.org/behavioral-health-center.
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Weekly Mass Intentions & Donation Opportunities

Sun, Jun21 ...
7:30am .. .[WG]...
9:00am. . .[FS] ..

10:30am. .[WG]. . .
12:00pm . .[6S] ..
12:00pm . .[JV] ..

5:30pm...[6S] ..
Mon, Jun22 ...
7:30am...[JV] ..
8:30am. . .[WG]...

12:00pm . .[6S] ..

Tue, Jun23....
7:30am .. .[WG]...
8:30am. . .[6S] ..

12:00pm . .[JV] ..

Wed, Jun24. . ..
7:30am. . .[6S] ..
8:30am. . .[WG]. ..
12:00pm . .[WG]. . .
Thu, Jun25 .. ..
7:30am. . .[W6] ..
8:30am...[JV] ..

12:00pm . .[FS] ..

Fri, Jun26 ....

7:30am...[GS] ..
8:30am. . .[WG]...
12:00pm . . [FS]..
Sat, Jun27. ...

7:30am...[JV] ..
8:30am. . .[FS] ..
4:00pm. . .[WG] ..
5:30pm. . .[6S] ..
Sun,Jun28....
7:30am. . .[6S] ..
9:00am. . .[WG]. . .

10:30am . .[FS] ..
12:00pm . .[WG]. . .
12:00pm . .[JV] ..
5:30pm. . .[WG]. ..

Jer 20:10-13; Rom 5:12-15;

Mt 10:26-33

Ryan Halstead by Mom

Anthony, Vincent, Jerry, &

Todd Dimora by Jim & Mimi

For All Parishioners

Butch Glasgow by Debbie & Jeff Stern
(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family

by Betty & Joe Plouffe

2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15q, 18; Mt 7:1-5
Joseph Dormeyer by David & Paula Shigley
Dec Mbrs of the Zucaro Family

by Cathy Giblin

Loretta Wilkens by Claire Collins

2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35q, 36;
Mt 7:6, 12-14

Jack Sheridan by the Family

June Sysouvanh by Matt & Diane Buchanan
L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family

by Betty & Joe Plouffe

Is 49:1-6; Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80
Frances Rutkowski by the Simonson Family
Margaret Devine by Patricia Devine

Anna Meyer by Stu and Joan Love

2 Kgs 24:8-17; Mt 7:21-29

Milton Seeley by John lacopelli

Poor Nuns & Priests in Purgatory

by John lacopelli

(L) Stuart D. Sheehan by the Serwatka Family

2 Kgs 25:1-12; Mt 8:1-4
Frances Rutkowski by the Fakes Family
L & D Mbrs of the Bagnardi Family by Lisa Farr

. (Hall) Francis M. Czajkowski by Claire Meade

Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Mt 8:5-17

Fr. Jerry Hogan by Marsha

Virginia Brincat by Jim and Ellen Kelleher
Elbira Gardini by Harry Maier & Jack Slusser
Geri Torrance by Hank & Jan Castonguay

2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Rom 6:3-4,
8-11; Mt 10:37-42

Sue Anthofer by the Cikovic Family

Dave Labardee by the Clergy

For All Parishioners

L & D Mbrs of the Sheridan Family by the Family
(Hall/ Vietnamese) Special Intentions
Missing and Exploited Children

by Betty & Joe Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Gennadi (GR), Fr. Walter (WG)

June 21-27, 2026
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Volunteer - Events - Activities

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Greetings in the Lord Jesus Christ! As the Solemnity of
the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ has recently
taken place, please know of my prayers. May you be
filled with an ever-increasing zeal for our Lord in the
Holy Eucharist.

Each year Catholics around the world are invited to
participate in the ongoing work of the Holy See to help
those throughout the world who are most in need and
to support the Holy Father’s mission. The Peter’s Pence
Collection offers us a sense of belonging to the Church
and is a tangible sign of communion with the Holy
Father by supporting the Church’s mission of
evangelization and charity.

The Diocese of Venice is scheduled to hold the Peter’s
Pence Collection on the weekend of June 27 and 28, 2026.
Your gifts to this collection support the numerous charitable
works in aid of those afflicted by natural disasters and
wars, and who need humanitarian assistance or support
for development. Won't you be part of this sign of hope
that Pope Leo XIV calls us to be? Kindly consider
participating through your donation, prayers, and
outreach to spread the message of Christ.

| take this opportunity to extend to you my
continued consideration as well as my prayers for you
and your family.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane,
Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida

Go to the foon and you will fiud God.

— St. Vincent dePaul * That is the Vincentian Mission.

We invite you fo be part of a community of
Vincentians who go to the poor.

Call the Incarnation parish office
941.921.6631 or come to one of our

e meefings on the last Monday of each
form of charity is  |N—_ 6:30pm.
foreign fo the
St. Vincent de
Paul Society.

It is said that no

The harvest is indeed great, but more
laborers are needed.
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Kids Corner June 21-27, 2026

Mission for the Week

I will exercise my body and pray-er-cise my soul
for 10 minutes every afternoon..

Prayer
Thank you for my body and soul, Lord.

Sharing the Gospel

Counting the hairs on your head can get tiresome and
confusing. However, God knows exactly how many you
have. Your body works on its own. You do not have to
tell your heart to beat or your lungs to fill with air. Every
day your body needs exercise to make all parts work
well. Every day your soul needs pray-er-cise or talking
with God. Pray-er-cise will fill you with peace and make
your fears go away.
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St Mary Academy
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St Martha School June 21-27, 2026
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HELP WANTED

Care Facility
Volunteer

The duties include

leading a Communion
Service in the activities

to distribute the Holy
Eucharist to the bedridden.

941-780.7834 -

weekly visits with residents,

room, and make room visits

Contact: Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator

We are looking for a caring
and compassionate person
to serve the Catholic residents
at a long-term care facility.

= Visits last two hours

= Volunteers are needed for
weekday scheduled visits

= No experience required

= Training/mentoring provided

volunteer@stmartha.org

Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers
Catholic Charities
Community Pregnancy Clinics .
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . ..
Choir/Cantor
Eucharist Adoration
Extraordinary Ministers . . . .
Finance Council
Family Ministry . . . . .. ..
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, Mf) . . .
Hospitality Ministry

Knights of Columbus
Lectors
0.CIA .. ..........
Parish Council
Prayer Line
Solve Maternity Homes . . . .
Ushers
Volunteer Coordinator . . .
Witness fo Love

Dn. Vern Smith . . . .dcvern@stmartha.org

Diocese of Venice . . .941.484.9543
............ 941.260.5427
............ 941.366.4448
Thomas Varas . . . .ivaras@stmartha.org
Parish Office . . . . . 941.366.4210
Dc Pat Macaulay . . .depatrick@stmartha.org
Emil Efthimides . . .ede24@usa.com
Gary Kerschner . . . Kerschg56@gmail.com
Tony Cocco, Chair. . .941.366.5620
Beth Cannata . . . .941.321.2953
Dale Thompson . . . .941.350.9010
Randy Kelly . . . .. 510.853.0401
Patricia Sileo . . . . . 941.366.4210
Beth Cannata . . . .941.321.2953
Parish Office . . . . . 941.366.4210
Peggy Kerwin . . . .941.748.0094
Steve Mislyan . . . .941.993.0997

. Stuart Love . . . . .. 941.780.7834

Jim & Agnes Rutushni .941.960.5128

Interesting & Important Information

Important Contact Information

Diocese of Venice

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . 941.484.9543
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes

Stude........... Sarasota . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . .. Sarasofa . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . ... ... Sarasofa . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . 941.755.1826
St.Patrick. .. ....... Sarasota . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . 941.923.1691
St.Joseph . ........ Bradenton . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School, Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson, Principal 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy, Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds, Principal 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . 941.371.4917
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THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS & NO SURGERY!
IN AMERICA

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210

Sarasota, FL 34239

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS

Dr. David Cifra, DC

SarasotaDiscCenter.com Parishioner

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St
941.906.9575

CestLaVieSarasota.com

Building Materials « Furniture
Appliances « Flooring
Home Décor - Cabinets

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.

jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W. 6320 Venture Dr,, Ste. 104
Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch,
FL 34205 FL 34202
(941) 748-2216 (941) 907-3999

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

(941) 355-5400

“Call The Professionals”

Large item?

(941) 444-5782

COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups

www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Follow us on

000

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,
Restorative, Dental Hygiene

Providing simple to complex
specialty dental care in one
convenient location

120 S Tuttle Ave
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444

* %k %k Kk ok

Check our reviews online
www.drmisch.com

BANQUETS & EVENTS

AllInclusive Event Venue [

Ideal for: Weddings,
Quinceariera, Sweet 16,
Corporate Meetings and More

941.392.0577 [Of

LaGranMansionFL.com « Info@lagranmansionfl.com

CHUCK DEMCHAK
Attorney at Law

PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1900 Ringling Blvd
Sarasota FL 34236

SMD.law | cdemchak@smd.law | 941-365-7171

Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

PODIATRIST + 941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care
Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS
Board Certified in Foot Surgery

4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233
CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

At Palms Memorial Park
941.371.4962

Wiegand Chapel is Now
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755

170 Honore Avenue

Frank Burns Sarasota, FL 34232

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

Veteran Preplanning
Discount Available
Serving Your Funeral Home &

Cemetery Needs Throughout
Sarasota & Manatee Counties

If the final resting place for your

loved one is in another state, we can

Pre-Planning Advisor

www.palmsmemorial.com

www.wiegandbrothers.com

accommodate this need.

Robert Toale Family

®

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Martha Roman Catholic Church, Sarasota FL
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TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI Stacey Maloney
Parishioner & Attorney at Law Attorney, M.B.A.
Wills/Trusts and Estates Business Administration
Real Estate & Succession PlanningEstate
Tax Exempt Organizations Planning & Administration
(941) 366-5510 (Wills & Trusts)

tinam@bowmangeorge.com Probate « Real Estate
FREE CONSULTATION

94 N=926-2526)| 1990 MainSt, 5750 1201 6th Ave. W, Ste 100, Unic #A621
Bradenton, FL 34205

Sarasota, FL 34236

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair
Sarasota, FL 34237 4502]McAshton %OEL 34233 (941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

MOBILE DENTISTRY

DAVI D M. WE'LL COME TO YOU!

IN HOME OR ASSI§TED LIVING

BRACCIANO, D.O. | e
Dermatology & www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com Manatfetoumy, L
MOHS Surgery

8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201 CONTRACTORS
941.360.2255 | www.braccianodermatology.com |

Compliments of

[ [ / .
73 Medicare
R. Craig Harrison EFREEDOM  Aariageino
Attorney at Law ¢ HEALTH Plan
Marilyn Kneafsey Board Certified Cell: 941-504-6540
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & Wills « Trusts - Estates E: gcain@freedomh.com

; LYONS, BEAUDRY & ) i
_PARISHIONER HARRISON. P.A. Office: 941-708-0850 Gayle Cain
Marilyn. K@CBRealty.com (9 41) 366-3282 Member Services: 1-800-401-2740  Benefit Consultant Manatee,
941-373-0999 ; TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

- - Conveniently located near St. Martha

Refer to this ad and I'll donate 1605 Main St., Suite 1111+ Sarasota, FL Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a
25% of my commission from - . contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollmentin Freedom

your transaction to St. Martha’s! craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com | Health depends on contractrenewal.”  H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

s || Insurance Planning Solutions
We Make Everyday Life Easier Turning 65?
» Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service Need help with annual enrollment?
P ivesin & “°‘;;' Gervices - vices Just moved?
941-212-0310 - info@pLoIishcareser\:/'ices.com Ge.stting Marl_'ied? 941 -485-3777
polishcareservices.com « 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota Plannmg For retirement? [Sarasota)

Here to help you, your family and your
business find affordable insurance
options to meet your needs.

Joy Leitner
i ovbral (941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Sovereign Plastic Surgery _|

Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon
Dr. Alissa Shulman Dr. Chris Sforzo,
941-366-5476 Orthopedic Surgeon

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112
Sarasota, Florida 34239

Parishioner 941.378.5100
www.SovereignPS SforzoDillingham.com

Parishioner

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Martha Roman Catholic Church, Sarasota FL 16-0525



