


July 12, 2026 - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
by Father Gennadi

In today'’s Gospel, Jesus gives us the Parable of the Sower. Let us recall
the meaning of the word parable. It comes from a Greek word that
means to throw down beside or to place alongside. A parable is not
only a story we listen to from a distance; it is placed beside our own
life so that we can compare ourselves with its people and situations.
We are invited to see where we stand, whom we resemble, and what
needs to change in us.

In today’s parable a Sower goes out to sow seed. Some seeds fell on
the path, some on rocky ground, some among thorns, and some on
good soil. At first, it sounds like a simple story from everyday life, but
Jesus is speaking about something much deeper: the human heart
and the way we receive
the Word of God.

The seed is the Word of

“Lord Jesus, place your
Word beside my life
God, and the Sower is
and help me see where generous. He throws the
SENU RISl - seed everywhere, not

. only on perfect ground.
IR TR GRS IEA  This shows us something

beautiful about God: He
never gives up on any
heart. He keeps speaking,
inviting, and giving grace,
even when our hearts are
not yet ready. Therefore,
the question today is not
whether God is speaking,
but what kind of soil

my heart is. Sometimes
my heart may be like a hard path. | hear the Gospel, but it does not
enter deeply. | may be present at Mass, but my mind is elsewhere.
The words stay on the surface because my heart has become closed
through distraction, pride or an unwillingness to change.

At other times, my heart may be like rocky ground. | receive God's
Word with joy, but it has no deep roots. | may make a good promise
after Confession or a sermon, but when difficulty, temptation, or
suffering comes, | quickly return to old habits. The Word begins to
grow, but shallow roots cannot endure.

Sometimes my heart is full of thorns. Jesus names them clearly: the
worries of life and the attraction of riches. Worry, anger, too much
noise, and attachment to material things can choke the Word of God.

But Jesus also speaks about good soil. It is the heart of someone who
listens, understands, and allows God to work. Good soil says, Lord, /
want your Word to change me. It is humble, open to correction, ready
to forgive, and willing to begin again.

In truth, all four kinds of soil can be found within us. In one part of
my life, | may be open to God; in another, | may be closed. That is why

pull out the thorns, and
make my heart good soil,

so that your Word may
grow in me and bear fruit

for you and for others.”
- Father Gennadi

continued to ~

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha - Died in 1680 in
Quebec at the age of twenty-four, led a life of
great austerity and love despite ridicule and
abuse. She was called Lily of the Mohawks,
she was first native American to be declared
Blessed (1980), canonized by Pope Benedict
XVl on 21 October 2012.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel - Prophet Elijah

Our Pastor, Father George  defended the faith of Israel in the living God

on the Mount Carmel in Galilee. There at the
beginning of the 13th century under the tittle of St. Mary of of Mount
Carmel the Order of Carmelites had its formal beginning.

Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season - 0 God, Master of this
passing world, hear the humble voices of your children. The Sea of
Galilee obeyed Your order and returned to its former quietude. You
are still the Master of land and sea. We live in the shadow of a danger
over which we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and angry
giant, can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional
boundaries, invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster.

During this hurricane season we turn to You, 0 loving Father. Spare
us from past tragedies whose memories are still so vivid and whose
wounds seem to refuse to heal with passing of time.

0 Virgin, Star of the Sea, our beloved Mother, we ask you to plead
with your Son on our behalf, so that spared from the calamities
common to this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we
will walk in the footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly
Jerusalem, where a stormless eternity awaits us. Amen.

Composed by Most Rev. Maurice Schexnayder (1895-1981), Second
Bishop of Lafayette (1956-1973), following Hurricane Audrey in 1957

Next Sunday, July 19, 2026, is the 16th Sunday in ordinary Time.

With prayers for God's blessing to you and your family,
Father George

¢ continued: Father Gennadi's Sermon

this parable becomes a spiritual checkup of the heart. It is placed
beside my life and asks me: Where is my heart hard? What thorns are
growing in me? Just as we care for our physical heart, Jesus asks us
to care for our spiritual heart. A farmer prepares the soil by removing
stones and weeds. We prepare our heart through prayer, repentance,
forgiveness, and time spent with the Word of God. Even one small
step can make the soil better. Jesus does not tell us this parable to
discourage us. He tells it because He loves us and knows that our
hearts can become good soil. His Word can still take root and bear
fruit: thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold. So let us ask Him today: Lord
Jesus, place your Word beside my life and help me see where |
stand. Soften what is hard in me, remove the stones, pull out the
thorns, and make my heart good soil, so that your Word may grow in
me and bear fruit for you and for others.
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Observances for the week of July 12
Sun12  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mon13 St Henry

Tue14 St Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin

Wed15  St.Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Thu16  Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Sat18 St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest
Sun19  16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Prayers - Events - Activities

— St. Vincent dePaul * That is the Vincentian Mission.

We invite you fo be part of a community
of Vincentians who go to the poor.

Call the Incarnation parish office
941.921.6631 or come to one of our
meetings on the last Monday of each
month at 6:30pm.

The harvest is indeed great, but
more laborers are needed.

It is said that no

form of charity is
foreign to the
St. Vincent de
Paul Society.

Totus Tuus Parish Catechetical Summer Camps!

For Grades 1-12 - July 19-24 at Our Lady of the Angels
Parish, Lakewood Ranch,St. Jude Parish, Sarasota. Sign
up at the Parish! More information, contact Andres Prias,
941.441.1122.

Theology on Tap, Thursday, July 16 at 7pm - Join Catholic
young adults in their 20s and 30s. Featured speaker is

Dr. David Tomasic, OFS, DRE of Epiphany Cathedral Catholic
Church who will be leading a talk called, The Eucharist
Commits Us to the Poor: A Reflection of Secular Franciscan
Spirituality. Oak & Stone, 5405 University Parkway, University
Park. No need to register in advance. To learn more, contact
Andres Prias, 9414411122,

Catholic Charities Mental Health Counseling and Tele-
Health Counseling - For adults and children provided by
licensed mental health therapists for those feeling stressed,
anxious, depressed, helpless, or overwhelmed, Catholic
Charities can help. Call 239.455.2655 or visit Catholic Charities
catholiccharitiesdov.org/behavioral-health-center.

Pray for Safety, Hurricane Season Is Here - The 2026
Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1through
November 30. With a history of these storms producing
destruction in the region, Bishop Frank J. Dewane reminds
us that we must pray for safety: Let us all ask God for
protection and safety and also pray for the people who
continue to recover from previous disasters.

Volunieer Usher Needed

A friendly, personable person is needed
to serve as an usher at weekend liturgies.

As a member of a four-person team, duties include:
welcoming, assisting with seating,
collecting the offertory, distributing bulletins,
and insuring a safe environment.

Shifts last 1% hours.

Volunteers are needed to join the
Sunday 7:30am, 9am, 12pm, 5:30pm usher teams.
No experience required. Training provided.

Contact: Stuart Love, Volunteer Coordinator
941-780.7834 . volunteer@stmartha.org
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Weekly Mass Intentions & Donation Opportunities

Sun, Jul12.
7:30am....
9:00am....
10:30am...
12:00pm...
12:00pm...
5:30pm....

Mon, Jul 13
7:30am....
8:30am....
12:00pm...

Tue, Jul14 .
7:30am....
8:30am....
12:00pm...

Wed, Jul 15
7:30am....
8:30am....
12:00pm...

Thu, Jul 16.
7:30am....

8:30am....
12:00pm...

Fri, Jul17...
7:30am....
8:30am....

12:00pm...

Sat, Jul 18 .
7:30am....
8:30am....
4:00pm....
5:30pm....

Sun, Jul 19,
7:30am....

9:00am....
10:30am...
12:00pm...

12:00pm...
5:30pm....

[GS] ...
Ovl...
[waj ..

[WG] ..
[GR]...
[GS]...

Ovl...
[GR]...

Is 55:10-11; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23
Ryan Halstead by Mom

.. Ernest Vodarsik by the Clergy

.. For All Parishioners

.. Helen Lorenzo by Carol and Dan McLoughlin
.. (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions

..L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family

by Betty & Joe Plouffe

Is 1:10-17; Mt 10:34—11:1
Robert Rutkowski by the Rutkowski Family

.John C. Reil by Lynn and Otto

Ferd Thompson by Maryann Thompson

Is 7:1-9; Mt 11:20-24

Richard Blake by Vivian Blake

Mary Gilbran by Pauline Groetelaars
Marge Carter by Paul Lortie and Family

Is 10:5-7,13b-16; Mt 11:25-27

.. Frances Rutkowski by Tony and Janet Cocco
..(L) Fiorella Duarte by Mom
.. Letty Maher by Ann Crowley

Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Mt 11:28-30

.. Frances Rutkowski

by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly

..(L) Joseph Weir by Mother
.. Gary Sankey by Paul Lortie and Family

Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Mt 12:1-8

.. Al Donohoe by the Lortie Family
.. Edward J. Fitzwilliam

by Christopher & Beth Sullivan

.. Robert Hulvat by the VanDoorn Family

Mi 2:1-5; Mt 12:14-21

.. Gary Sankey by the Lortie Family

.. Christine Herzog by Mary and Bill Brown
..James Carmola by Carol and Dan McLoughlin
.. Anh Nle Doan by Matt and Diana Buchanan

Wis 12:13, 16-19; Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43

.+ (L) Susan Simenson & Kevin Rutkowski

by the Sacristans

.. David Jones by Michael and Margaret
.. For All Parishioners
.. Marian and Alessandro Ross

by the Sweet Sixteen

. (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions

L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family
by Betty & Joe Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS), Fr. Gennadi (GR), Fr. Walter (WG)

July 12-18, 2026
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Volunteer - Events - Activities

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Catholic Church in Africa continues to grow. While growth of
the Church is good, it presents challenges for the young Dioceses
to meet the extensive pastoral needs of their people. Material
resources needed are clearly lacking, as well as the priests,
religious brothers and sisters, necessary to reach families in
secluded rural areas and regions that are affected by violence
and economic instability.

Gifts to The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa are helping
the Dioceses in the poorest countries to do amazing pastoral
work. This Fund helps fulfill the mission of Christ by projects
designed to be replicated through a train the trainer model

of instruction, allowing new leaders to rise up and prepare to
guide others as the Church launches new initiatives for pastoral
outreach. For instance, with a grant received from The Solidarity
Fund for the Church in Africa, Marianist Sisters in the Central
African Republic purchased bicycles, Bibles, and rosaries and
trained lay volunteers so they could travel to isolated rural
areas to organize catechesis, children summer camps and
Bible study groups for women and youth groups.

The Collection for The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa is
scheduled in the Diocese of Venice for the weekend of July 18 &

19, 2026. When you contribute to this collection, you become a
partner in Faith to your brothers and sisters in Africa. Please be
generous in your response to this important and necessary appeal.

| take this opportunity to extend to you my continued
consideration and my prayers!

Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane, Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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Kids Corner July 12-18, 2026

Mission for the Week

I will plant a seed in good dirt and water it for
you, Lord

Prayer
Lord, tell me how to grow closer to your ways
of goodness.

Draw Sharing the Gospel

Draw a picture of a seed growing in good soil. Jesus is standing in a boat at the edge of a large lake.
He is talking to you and a crowd on the shore. You are

sitting on a blanket with your mother’s picnic basket
beside you. Jesus talks about sowing seed. You are like
God'’s seed. You grow in God's way because you are
baptized with the water of salvation and are given the
nutrients that come from obeying God's commandments.
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St Mary Academy
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St Martha School July 12-18, 2026
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Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers
Catholic Charities
Community Pregnancy Clinics .
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . ..
Choir/Cantor
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . .
Extraordinary Ministers . . . .
Finance Coundil . . . . . . ..
Family Ministry . . . . .. ..
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, Mf) . . .
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . .
Knights of Columbus
Lectors
0.CIA .. ..........
Parish Council
Prayer Line
Solve Maternity Homes . . . .
Ushers
Volunteer Coordinator . . .
Witness fo Love

Dn. Vern Smith . . . .dcvern@stmartha.org

Interesting & Important Information

Important Contact Information

Diocese of Venice

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . 941.484.9543
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes

Stude........... Sarasota . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . .. Sarasofa . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . ... ... Sarasofa . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . 941.755.1826
St.Patrick. .. ....... Sarasota . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . 941.923.1691
St.Joseph . ........ Bradenton . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . 941.752.6770

Diocese of Venice . . .941.484.9543
............ 941.260.5427
............ 941.366.4448
Thomas Varas . . . .ivaras@stmartha.org
Parish Office . . . . . 941.366.4210

Dc Pat Macaulay . . .depatrick@stmartha.org
Emil Efthimides . . .ede24@usa.com

Gary Kerschner . . . Kerschg56@gmail.com
Tony Cocco, Chair. . .941.366.5620

Beth Cannata . . . .941.321.2953

Dale Thompson . . . .941.350.9010

Randy Kelly . . . .. 510.853.0401

Patricia Sileo . . . . . 941.366.4210

Beth Cannata . . . .941.321.2953

Parish Office . . . . .941.366.4210

Peggy Kerwin . . . .941.748.0094

Steve Mislyan . . . .941.993.0997
. Stuart Love . . . . . .941.780.7834

Jim & Agnes Rutushni .941.960.5128

Bishop Nevins Academy 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School, Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson, Principal 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy, Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds, Principal 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . 941.371.4917
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THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS & NO SURGERY!
IN AMERICA

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210

Sarasota, FL 34239

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS

Dr. David Cifra, DC

SarasotaDiscCenter.com Parishioner

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St
941.906.9575

CestLaVieSarasota.com

Building Materials « Furniture
Appliances « Flooring
Home Décor - Cabinets

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.

jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W. 6320 Venture Dr,, Ste. 104
Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch,
FL 34205 FL 34202
(941) 748-2216 (941) 907-3999

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

(941) 355-5400

“Call The Professionals”

Large item?

(941) 444-5782

COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups

www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Follow us on

000

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,
Restorative, Dental Hygiene

Providing simple to complex
specialty dental care in one
convenient location

120 S Tuttle Ave
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444

* %k %k Kk ok

Check our reviews online
www.drmisch.com

BANQUETS & EVENTS

AllInclusive Event Venue [

Ideal for: Weddings,
Quinceariera, Sweet 16,
Corporate Meetings and More

941.392.0577 [Of

LaGranMansionFL.com « Info@lagranmansionfl.com

CHUCK DEMCHAK
Attorney at Law

PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1900 Ringling Blvd
Sarasota FL 34236

SMD.law | cdemchak@smd.law | 941-365-7171

Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

PODIATRIST + 941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care
Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS
Board Certified in Foot Surgery

4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233
CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

At Palms Memorial Park
941.371.4962

Wiegand Chapel is Now
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755

170 Honore Avenue

Frank Burns Sarasota, FL 34232

7454 South Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34231

Veteran Preplanning
Discount Available
Serving Your Funeral Home &

Cemetery Needs Throughout
Sarasota & Manatee Counties

If the final resting place for your

loved one is in another state, we can

Pre-Planning Advisor

www.palmsmemorial.com

www.wiegandbrothers.com

accommodate this need.

Robert Toale Family

®

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com
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TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI Stacey Maloney
Parishioner & Attorney at Law Attorney, M.B.A.
Wills/Trusts and Estates Business Administration
Real Estate & Succession PlanningEstate
Tax Exempt Organizations Planning & Administration
(941) 366-5510 (Wills & Trusts)

tinam@bowmangeorge.com Probate « Real Estate
FREE CONSULTATION

94 N=926-2526)| 1990 MainSt, 5750 1201 6th Ave. W, Ste 100, Unic #A621
Bradenton, FL 34205

Sarasota, FL 34236

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair
Sarasota, FL 34237 4502]McAshton %OEL 34233 (941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

MOBILE DENTISTRY

DAVI D M. WE'LL COME TO YOU!

IN HOME OR ASSI§TED LIVING

BRACCIANO, D.O. | e
Dermatology & www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com Manatfetoumy, L
MOHS Surgery

8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201 CONTRACTORS
941.360.2255 | www.braccianodermatology.com |

Compliments of

[ [ / .
73 Medicare
R. Craig Harrison EFREEDOM  Aariageino
Attorney at Law ¢ HEALTH Plan
Marilyn Kneafsey Board Certified Cell: 941-504-6540
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & Wills « Trusts - Estates E: gcain@freedomh.com

; LYONS, BEAUDRY & ) i
_PARISHIONER HARRISON. P.A. Office: 941-708-0850 Gayle Cain
Marilyn. K@CBRealty.com (9 41) 366-3282 Member Services: 1-800-401-2740  Benefit Consultant Manatee,
941-373-0999 ; TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

- - Conveniently located near St. Martha

Refer to this ad and I'll donate 1605 Main St., Suite 1111+ Sarasota, FL Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a
25% of my commission from - . contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollmentin Freedom

your transaction to St. Martha’s! craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com | Health depends on contractrenewal.”  H5427_22AgtBCAd_C

s || Insurance Planning Solutions
We Make Everyday Life Easier Turning 65?
» Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service Need help with annual enrollment?
P ivesin & “°‘;;' Gervices - vices Just moved?
941-212-0310 - info@pLoIishcareser\:/'ices.com Ge.stting Marl_'ied? 941 -485-3777
polishcareservices.com « 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota Plannmg For retirement? [Sarasota)

Here to help you, your family and your
business find affordable insurance
options to meet your needs.

Joy Leitner
i ovbral (941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Sovereign Plastic Surgery _|

Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon
Dr. Alissa Shulman Dr. Chris Sforzo,
941-366-5476 Orthopedic Surgeon

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112
Sarasota, Florida 34239

Parishioner 941.378.5100
www.SovereignPS SforzoDillingham.com

Parishioner

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Martha Roman Catholic Church, Sarasota FL 16-0525



