


July 26, 2026 - 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
by Deacon Bob - Mt 13: 44-52

For many years | was not a fan of the band Led Zeppelin. | had
bought into the urban legends of them being satanists and was not
particularly fond of their lifestyles. But a great friend of mine, Bill,
who was a West Point Grad and an amazing man (who has since
passed away), convinced me to at least just listen to them and what
their lyrics said. He said see for yourself. So | did. One song’s lyrics
stunned me. It was their most famous song, Stairway to Heaven.
Today's Gospel is very much reflected in that song.

Today'’s Gospel again focuses on Jesus' parables. The first two are
about what we value in our earthly life. Basically, what should our
stairway to Heaven be? The question is, what is our treasure? What
are we willing to sell to
get it? And are we willing
to give it the urgency
that the effort to attain

it requires? In the first
parable, a person finds

a treasure, then sells
everything to get it (the
treasure). In the second
parable, the store owner
knows what is valuable
(the pearl), then hunts for
it, and once he finds it,
he also sells everything
to attain it. So the question becomes, again, what is our treasure?
Is it the same treasure as the people in the Gospel or the lady sung
about in the opening lines of Stairway to Heaven?

“.. there are two paths
we can go by,
but in the long run,

there is still time
to change
the road your're on!”

- led Zeppelin, Stairway to Heaven

The song starts out, there’s a lady who's sure all that glitters is

gold and she’s buying the stairway to heaven. She thinks financial
wealth is where happiness dwells. She believes even when doors
are closed, with power and gold she can still get what she came

for. Today's Gospel completely rejects that! Jesus today is telling us
the Kingdom of Heaven is priceless! He is telling us the lady that the
song is referencing is on a fool's bet. If we, like her, think that all that
glitters is gold, we are destined to sadness and disappointment.

The song provides a juxtaposition with the lady. There is a second
lady it talks about. It is a lady we all know who shines white light
and wants to show how everything turns to gold (the Blessed
Mom?). Today Jesus is telling us that is truly the case. There is a
treasure! But that treasure is not what the world tells us it is. The
treasure resides in the arms of Jesus.

The third parable today reminds us that, like a fisherman casting his
net into the sea, we will be sorted out as whether we purchased a
true stairway to Heaven, or we did not. Today, Jesus calls us to pick
the correct treasure. Last Sunday we heard a parable about

continued to ~

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

Pastoral Improvement - We need to ask
parishioners/visitors who sit in the first pew
on the left-hand side of the church, in front
of the Ambo, to go and receive Communion
from a Deacon or a Minister, who will be
standing next to a Priest. Deacon or Minister
will no longer give out Communion to
whoever sits in that pew.

Our Pastor, Father George . .
! " o you are Disabled or want to receive

Communion while kneeling, you should sit
on the right-hand side in the two pews facing the side of the
sanctuary or in the first pew facing the front of the sanctuary. A
Priest or Deacon will distribute Communion there.

July 29, 2026 - Memorial of St. Martha - Patron Saint of our parish.
Let's pray through her intercession: 0 Blessed Saint Martha your
faith led Jesus to proclaim, | am the resurrection and the life; and
faith let you see beyond His humanity when you cried out, Lord |
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God. With firm hope
you said, / know that God will give you whatever you ask of Him,
and Jesus called your brother Lazarus back from the dead. With
pure love for Jesus, you welcomed Him into your home. Friend and
servant of our Saviour, | too am troubled about many things, pray
for me that | may grow in faith, hope and love, and that Jesus, who
sat at your table, will hear me and grant me a place at the banquet
of eternal life.

Anointing of the Sick - We invite any sick person to come to
our church on Wednesday, July 29 at 9am for the Sacrament of
Anointing. Together with St. Martha - patroness of our church
and with St. Mary and Lazarus her siblings we will pray for God's
healing and mercy.

Next Sunday, August 2, 2026, is the 18th Sunday in ordinary Time.

With prayers for God's blessing to you and your family,
Father George

¢ Deacon Bob's Homily ontinued from

allowing the weeds to grow with the wheat. It was not to be sorted
out till harvest time, because, like the song Stairway to Heaven
reminds us, there are two paths we can go by, but in the long run,
there is still time to change the road you're on!

Today He calls us to be like the two people in the parables and
pick the true treasure: the treasure to be with the One who loves
us beyond all telling. He asks us to pick the treasure to be with
God who is only focused on His love for us. He calls us to buy
(with our Faith, Hope and Love) the REAL stairway to Heaven.
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Virtues, Explained!

The virtue of hospitality is characterized by kindness and
welcome, particularly to those who are strangers. It is the
practice of true Christian love - love purely for the sake

of the one who loved us first. - (1 John 4:19)

Blessing for Our Country

0 God,

Pour Your blessing upon our parish, in need of Your renewal
and inspiration. Prune the places that need pruning, and
pour fresh grace and courage into our midst. Help us to find
You and, with great joy, follow You wholeheartedly.

Amen.

Live The Liturgy - Inspiration of the Week
Christ compares the kingdom of Heaven to buried treasure -
the find of a lifetime, one you would risk everything to keep.
Are we doing all we can to hold onto this treasure that we have
been lucky enough to discover? What is Heaven worth to us?

Observances for July 26-August 2

Sun, Jul 26 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wed, Jul 29 Sts. Martha, Mary and Lazarus

Thu, Jul 30 St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop
and Doctor of the Church

Fri, Jul 31 St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest

Sat,Aug 1 St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church

Sun, Aug 2 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Go to the fo0r and

— St. Vincent dePaul * That is the Vincentian Mission.

We invite you fo be part of a community
of Vincentians who go to the poor.

Call the Incarnation parish office
941.921.6631 or come to one of our
meetings on the last Monday of each
month at 6:30pm.

The harvest is indeed great, but
more laborers are needed.

It is said that no

form of charity is
foreign fo the
St. Vincent de
Paul Society.

Prayers - Events - Activities

Join Us in Making a Difference. Volunteer! -
Catholic Charities Diocese of Venice helps solve the
problems of those in need - non-Catholics and Catholics
alike. The neglected child, the homeless family, and the
hungry senior are among those for whom we provide help
and create hope. You can do your part too, by volunteering
to work with one of our programs, located throughout
Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, Hendry, Glades, Collier,
Desoto, Hardee, and Highlands counties. Sign up today
catholiccharitiesdov.org/volunteer.

Free Rosary Repair Service - Send your broken
rosaries in a padded envelope to Betty and Dick Holden,
Free Rosary Repair Service, 7930 Estero Blvd.,, Unit 502,

Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931. Rosaries will be repaired

and returned within the week of receipt. Donations of old
rosaries are also accepted which will be repaired and sent
to missions. Include a note indicating repair or donation.
For more details, please call 239.463.3993 / 860.595.6370
or email holdenbnd@gmail.com.

Nine Months with Christ in the Womb - On the
Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord on March 25, and
for the nine months following, all are invited to meditate on
the mystery of the Incarnation in a unique way. Nine months
with Christ in the womb draws our attention to Jesus during
the nine months He lived within Mary. In meditating on the
mystery of Christ’s humility in the womb, a new appreciation
for the dignity of our brothers and sisters is awakened.

July 26 is Week 18. Jesus is beginning to develop thick
brown fat cells this week. They will prove pretty important
on a cool December night in Bethlehem in the near future.
Jesus of the womb, Hear our prayers!

Catholic Charities Mental Health and Tele-Health
Counseling - For adults and children by licensed mental
health therapists for those feeling stressed, anxious, depressed,
helpless, or overwhelmed. 239.455.2655 or Catholic Charities:
catholiccharitiesdov.org/behavioral-health-center.

Theology on Tap - Calling all young adults! Join Catholic
young people from across the Diocese for an evening of
fellowship, faith and fun! Theology on Tap is an opportunity for
young adults in their 20s and 30s to explore faith topics in a
relaxed social setting. Theology on Tap meets on the third
Thursday of every month at Oak & Stone, 5405 University
Parkway, University Park. No need to register in advance.
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Weekly Mass Intentions & Donation Opportunities

Sun,Jul 26........
7:30am....[GR].
9:00am....[FS] .
10:30am...[GS].
12:00pm... [GR] ..
12:00pm...[JV] .
5:30pm.... [GS] .
Mon, Jul27 .......
7:30am....[GS] ...
8:30am....[JV]...
12:00pm...[JV] ...
Tue,Jul28........
7:30am....[JV] ...
8:30am....[GR]..
12:00pm...[GS] ...
Wed, Jul29.......
7:30am....[GR]...
8:30am....[GS] ..

Thu, Jul 30........
7:30am....[JV] ..
8:30am....[GR]..
12:00pm... [FS] ..
Fri,ul31..........
7:30am....[GS] ...
8:30am....[FS] ..
12:00pm...[GR]...
Sat, Augl.........
7:30am....[JV].
8:30am....[FS] ...
4:00pm....[GS] .
5:30pm.... [GR].
Sun,Aug2........
7:30am....[GS].
9:00am....[GR] ..
10:30am...[FS] .
12:00pm. .. [GS] .

12:00pm... [JV] ..
5:30pm....[GR]..

1Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52

.. Ryan Halstead by Mom

... (L) Natalie LHommedieu by David & Paula Shigley
.. For All Parishioners

. (L) Marilyn Kneafsey by Stacie & Tom Potter
.. (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions

.. (L) Kseniia Gvozdieva by Dr. James Bovienzo

Jer 13:1-11; Mt 13:31-35

Minnie Coleman by David & Paula Shigley
Libby Seaver by Donna Clark

Donald Sullivan by Your Friends at Demetrios

Jer 14:17-22; Mt 13:36-43
David Oettng by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly

.(L) Gen Zitko by Terry & Lindy Donahue

Marilu Chiricella by Fabio & Rose

Jer 15:10, 16-21; Jn 11:19-27
Harris Williams by Marie

. (L) Madelina Fox by Anna Caragiulo
12:00pm... [GS] ...

Missing and Exploited Children
by Betty & Joe Plouffe

Jer 18:1-6; Mt 13:47-53

. (L) Madeline Fox by David & Paula Shigley
. (L) Maggie Stephens by John & Mary McGruder
. (L) Aibhilin Helms by John & Mary McGruder

Jer 26:1-9; Mt 13:54-58
Frances Rutkowski by Anna Caragiulo

.Suor Anna by Carmella Scarongella

Robert MacLean by Peggy 0'Connell
Jer 26:11-16, 24; Mt 14:1-12

..(L) Vivian Blake by Paula & David Shigley

Barbara Maggio by James Maggio

.. Nancy Suarato by Marge Coppa
.. Shawn M. Kelly by Ann Proctor

Is 55:1-3; Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21

.. Michael Corsaro by the Corsaro Family
. St. Martha's Volunteers by the Clergy
.. For All Parishioners

.. Patricia McNicholas

by Mary Pat & John McNicholas

. (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
. Gerald J. Boryszewski, Jr. by Mom & Dad

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS)
Fr. Gennadi (GR), Fr. Walter (WG)

July 26-August 1, 2026
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Volunteer - Events - Activities

Volunteer Usher Needed

- Friendly, personable usher to serve at weekend liturgies.
- Member of a four-person team, duties include:
welcoming, assisting with seating, collecting the offertory,
distributing bulletins, and insuring a safe environment.

Shifts last 12 hours. Volunteers are needed to join the
Sunday 7:30am, 9am, 12pm, 5:30pm usher teams.
No experience required. Training provided.

Contact Stuart Love: 941-780.7834 - volunteer@stmartha.org

St Martha’s Caritas
Volunteers & Donations Needed

Caritas Outreach Ministry provides assistance with utility
payments, transporiation, food, prescriptions, and work attire for
thousands in Sarasota in acute financial need.
VOLUNTEERS are needed Tuesdays & Fridays 9am-11am
Contact Tony Cocco at anthonycocco@aol.com
Thank you all for your donations and volunteer time!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On June 24, 2026, two consecutive earthquakes of 7.2 and 75 magnitudes
struck northern Venezuela. In recent days, all of us have seen heart

wrenching images and videos of the damage and human toll of this disaster.
These pictures show us parents searching for missing children,rescue
teams digging through rubble, and everywhere people picking up the pieces.

These “doublet” earthquakes have caused grave and extensive
devastation throughout the region, with over 2,000 confirmed

deaths and thousands missing at this time. Further, there are many
thousands of individuals who have been injured, and countless homes
and other buildings have been damaged and destroyed.

Our Lord calls each of us to care for our brothers and sisters in need,
and, at this time in particular, for those who are suffering in the wake
of this terrible tragedy.

Recognizing the need of those who have been so severely impacted by
the earthquakes as well as to inquiries regarding the Diocese’s response,
a second collection will be held throughout the Diocese of Venice on the
weekend of July 25-26, which will be sent to assist in recovery.

Your generosity for the people of Venezuela is deeply appreciated.
Regardless of your generous response of assistance, please continue
to pray for all who are suffering as a result of this terrible disaster, as
well as for those who have lost their lives.

| take this opportunity to extend to you the assurances of my continued
consideration, as well as my prayers.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
+ Frank J. Dewane,
Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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Kids Corner July 26-August 1, 2026

Mission for the Week

| will plant a seed in good dirt and water it for you, Lord

Prayer
God, help me to love your kingdom more than the
things | have.

Sharing the Gospel

Your toys can break. Your books can tear. Your clothes can
shrink and stain. Things don't last forever. The kingdom

of heaven does last forever. It is like a treasure. Heaven is
worth more than anything you own. In both stories, the
person who found the treasure sold everything else just to
be a part of God's kingdom.
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St Mary Academy
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St Martha School July 26-August , 2026
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Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers
Catholic Charities
Community Pregnancy Clinics .
Casa Santa Marta . . . . . ..
Choir/Cantor
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . .
Extraordinary Ministers . . . .
Finance Coundil . . . . . . ..
Family Ministry . . . . .. ..
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, Mf) . . .
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . .
Knights of Columbus
Lectors
0.CIA .. ..........
Parish Council
Prayer Line
Solve Maternity Homes . . . .
Ushers
Volunteer Coordinator . . .
Witness fo Love

Dn. Vern Smith . . . .dcvern@stmartha.org

Interesting & Important Information

Important Contact Information

Diocese of Venice

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . 941.484.9543
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes

Stude........... Sarasota . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . .. Sarasofa . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . ... ... Sarasofa . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . 941.755.1826
St.Patrick. .. ....... Sarasota . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . 941.923.1691
St.Joseph . ........ Bradenton . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . 941.752.6770

Diocese of Venice . . .941.484.9543
............ 941.260.5427
............ 941.366.4448
Thomas Varas . . . .ivaras@stmartha.org
Parish Office . . . . . 941.366.4210

Dc Pat Macaulay . . .depatrick@stmartha.org
Emil Efthimides . . .ede24@usa.com

Gary Kerschner . . . Kerschg56@gmail.com
Tony Cocco, Chair. . .941.366.5620

Beth Cannata . . . .941.321.2953

Dale Thompson . . . .941.350.9010

Randy Kelly . . . .. 510.853.0401

Patricia Sileo . . . . . 941.366.4210

Beth Cannata . . . .941.321.2953

Parish Office . . . . .941.366.4210

Peggy Kerwin . . . .941.748.0094

Steve Mislyan . . . .941.993.0997
. Stuart Love . . . . . .941.780.7834

Jim & Agnes Rutushni .941.960.5128

Bishop Nevins Academy 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School, Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson, Principal 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy, Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds, Principal 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . 941.371.4917
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Midtown Medical Park Sunday Brunch!
1215 S. East Avenue 8:30am-4:30pm
Suite 210
Sarasota, FL 34239 Building Materials « Furniture
NO DRUGS Appliances « Flooring
THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST  NO INJECTIONS Home Décor « Cabinets
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS & NO SURGERY! —
Dr. David Cifra, DC
IN AMERICA SarasotaDiscCenter.com  pgrishioner Downtown Sarasota
Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain. ;2?39:;' (?i9n5§:3
Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION! | ety sl

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate

Corporate Planning | Community Association Law Large item?
Joseph L. Najmy, Esq. COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups
jnajmy@najmythompson.com (941 ) 444'5782
1401 8th Ave. W. 6320 Venture Dr,, Ste. 104 °
Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch, www.habitatsrq.or
( FI)_ 348205 6 ( FI)_ = (94 1 ) 355-5400 Donation drop off.times for smaller itecrln; 10ar?4'30pm
941) 748-221 941) 907-3999 . - »
“Call The Pl‘OfESSlOnaIS” Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,
Restorative, Dental Hygiene

Providing simple to complex
specialty dental care in one
convenient location

120 S Tuttle Ave
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444

* %k %k Kk ok

Check our reviews online
www.drmisch.com

PODIATRIST 4 941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care
Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
n 4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233 www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
CHUCK DEMCHAK CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com 1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236
Attorney at Law
PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1900 Ringling Blvd
Sarasota FL 34236
941.955.4171

SMD.law | cdemchak@smd.law | 941-365-7171 ToaleBrothers.com

Veteran Preplanning

Wiegand Chapel is Now Discount Available
At Palms Memorial Park  Celebration of Life Center  sering Your Funeral Home &
941 -371 -4962 941 921 5755 Cemetery Needs Throughout
° ehEE Sarasota & Manatee Counties
170 Honore Avenue 7454 South Tamiami Trail fthe v esting e f
the final restin, ace for your
Frank Burns SaraSOta’ FL 34232 SaraSOta' FL 34231 loved one is in zmutgblc)r state, 1}4:3 can .
Pre-Planning Advisor www.palmsmemorial.com www.wiegandbrothers.com accommodate this need. Robert Toale Famlly
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TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI Stacey Maloney
Parishioner & Attorney at Law Attorney, M.B.A.
Wills/Trusts and Estates Business Administration

Real Estate & Succession PlanningEstate
Tax Exempt Organizations Planning & Administration

(941) 366-5510 (Wills & Trusts)

tinam@bowmangeorge.com Probate ¢ Real Estate
FREE CONSULTATION

94 N=926-2526)| 1990 MainSt, 5750 1201 6th Ave. W, Ste 100, Unic #A621

. . . Sarasota, FL 34236 Bradenton, FL 34205
2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair
Sarasota, FL 34237 4502]McAshton %Oﬁll 34233 (941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

MOBILE DENTISTRY

DAVI D M. WE'LL COME TO YOU!

IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

BRACCIANO, D.O. [Pessivialmyy

Serving Sarasota &

Dermato I Ogy & www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com Manatee County, FL
Compliments of
MOHS Surgery
8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201 CONTRACTORS
941.360.2255 | www.braccianodermatology.com |
[ [ / .
» Medicare
R. Craig Harrison FREEDOWM Ao
Attorney at Law d 941 5"52'-’&*540 P!
. Board Certified Cell: -904-
B%%gg&tgggjg gy Wills « Trusts - Estates E: gcain@freedomh.com
; LYONS, BEAUDRY &
_PARISHIONER HARRISON. P.A. Office: 941-708-0850 Gayle Cain
Marilyn. K@CBRealty.com (9 41) 366-3282 Member Services: 1-800-401-2740  Benefit Consultant Manatee,
941-373-0999 / TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm Sarasota, Charlotte Counties
- - Conveniently located near St. Martha
Refer to this ad and I'll donate 1605 Main St., Suite 1111+ Sarasota, FL Freedom Health is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a
25% of my commission from - . contract with the Florida Medicaid Program. Enrollmentin Freedom
your transaction to St. Martha’s! craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com | Health depends on contractrenewal.”  H5427_22AgtBCAd_C
s || Insurance Planning Solutions
We Make Everyday Life Easier Turning 65?
» Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service Need help with annual enrollment?
Residentive-in & Hourly Services e Just moved?
941-212-0310 - info@pLoIishcareser\:/'ices.com Ge.stting Marl_'ied? 941 -485-3777
polishcareservices.com « 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota Plannmg For retirement? [Sarasota)

Here to help you, your family and your
business find affordable insurance

Joy Leitner options to meet your needs.
'"d;%‘;dte“t (941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Sovereign Plastic Surgery _|

Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon
Dr. Alissa Shulman Dr. Chris Sforzo,
941-366-5476 Orthopedic Surgeon
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon ..
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 Parishioner
Sarasota, Florida 34239

Parishioner 941.378.5100
www.SovereignPS SforzoDillingham.com
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