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Our Pastor, Father George

August 9, 2026 by Father Gennadi 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Mt 14, 22-33
Today’s Gospel places us in a boat at night. The disciples are tired, 
the wind is against them, and the waves are strong. Then Jesus 
comes to them, walking on the water. Peter wants to come to Him, 
and for a moment he does. But when Peter looks at the wind, fear 
enters his heart and he begins to sink. Then he cries out with one 
short prayer: Lord, save me! Peter does not explain everything. He 
only cries from his heart, Lord, save me! And immediately Jesus 
reaches out His hand. This is the message for us today. Most of us 
will never walk on water. God may not remove every storm from  
our life. But with His grace, in every difficult situation, we can  
make a good decision and persevere in doing good.
Saint Sister Faustina understood this very well. In her Diary, she 
describes a painful situation. Someone spoke against her, and  
the trouble grew like a storm. She felt that she did not have  
enough strength to bear it calmly. So, she went before the  
Blessed Sacrament and prayed, Lord Jesus, I ask You to give me  
the strength of Your actual grace, because I feel that I will not  
manage to survive this struggle. Shield me with Your breast. Then 
she heard Jesus say, Do not fear; I am with you.
This is the bridge between the Gospel and our daily life. Peter was 
sinking in the water. Faustina was suffering in her heart. We also 

have our storms: sick-
ness, family problems, 
fear about the future,  
loneliness, temptation, 
anger, hurt, addictions, or 
the feeling that we cannot 
go on. At those moments, 
we should not depend 
only on our own strength. 
We should cry out like  
Peter and pray like Fausti-
na: Lord, save me. Give 
me Your grace now. Help 
me to do what is right.
This week, on Friday, we 
remember Saint  

Maximilian Kolbe. He was in Auschwitz, a place of hatred, fear, hunger, 
and death. When a prisoner, Franciszek Gajowniczek, was chosen 
to die and cried out for his wife and children, Father Kolbe stepped 
forward and asked to take his place. In a place that looked like hell, he 
made a beautiful decision: he chose love. He chose to save another 
person’s life. And even in the starvation bunker, stripped naked, amidst 
hunger and the stifling stench, where death was all around, he  
persevered in doing good, praying and strengthening others until the end.
Maybe we will never be asked to do something as heroic as Saint 
Maximilian Kolbe. But every day we are asked to choose good in 
smaller ways. When someone hurts us, will we answer with hatred 
or with patience? When we are tired, will we still be kind? When  
doing the right thing is painful, will we still do it? These are our 

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:
Bishop Emilio Biosca visit in St. Martha 
- Bishop Emilio requested meetings with 
clergy in their parishes, and he has been 
going around the Diocese spending mornings 
or afternoons with priests and deacons in 
their parishes. Florida Catholic Newspaper 
informs that in some parishes Bishop also 
meets parishioners. The Bishop will come 
to St. Martha’s on Thursday, August 13, in 
the afternoon to meet nine members of St. 

Martha’s clergy, active and retired. Bishop Emilio is also going to do 
parish visitations and that will be a chance to organize Parish Mass, 
Parish Council, and Finance Committee meeting, and if he agrees, 
an open parish meeting with parishioners. Bishop is also planning 
to visit our school.
New School Year - We have celebrated Mass with teachers and staff 
in St. Martha Primary and in St. Mary Academy just last Monday. The 
teachers are ready and the students started school this week. May 
God bless them all, including parents! May St. Martha and St. Mary 
pray for them and may Guardian Angels grant them safety and joy.  
Assumption is not a holy day of obligation this year! - Solemnity 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into heaven, falls on 
Saturday, August 15. We will celebrate it with 7:30am and 8:30am Masses.
Pastoral Improvement - We need to ask parishioners/visitors who 
sit in the first pew on the left-hand side of the church, in front of the 
Ambo, to go and receive Communion from a Deacon or a Minister, 
who will be standing next to a Priest. Deacon or Minister will no 
longer give out Communion to whoever sits in that pew. 
If you are Disabled or want to receive Communion while kneeling, 
you should sit on the right-hand side in the two pews facing the 
side of the sanctuary or in the first pew facing the front of the 
sanctuary. A Priest or Deacon will distribute Communion there.                                                                                           
Next Sunday, August 16, 2026, is the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George 

continued to  k

“God may not remove  
every storm from our life. 

But, with His grace, 
 in every difficult  
situation, we can  

make a good decision  
and perserve in  

doing good.” 
- Father Gennadi

storms. And Jesus is near.
Grace does not always make life easy. Sometimes the good decision 
is very painful. Forgiving can be painful. Staying faithful can be 
 painful. Telling the truth can be painful. Continuing to love when 
there is hatred around us can be painful. But grace gives us strength 
to take the next step. Grace helps us not to sink. Grace helps us to 
persevere in doing good even when darkness is around us.
So today, let us remember one prayer: Lord, save me! Say it when 
you are afraid. Say it when you are angry. Say it when you are 
tempted. Say it when you feel weak. Jesus will stretch out His hand. 
He will give you the grace you need: not always to escape the storm, 
but to remain faithful inside the storm. Lord Jesus, when we begin to 
sink, save us. Give us Your grace. Help us make good decisions. Help 
us persevere in doing good.

 l Sermon continued from previous column
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Prayers• Events• Activit ies

Observances for August 9-16
Sun, Aug 9		 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mon, Aug 10	 St. Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
Tue, Aug 11		 St. Clare, Virgin
Wed, Aug 12	 St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious
Thu, Aug 13 	 Sts. Pontian, Pope, and  
		  Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs
Fri, Aug 14 		 St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr
Sat, Aug 15	 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Sun, Aug 16	 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Prayer in Faith in Trial 
Dear God, 
In this time of difficulty, be with me. 
When I don’t feel Your presence or hear Your voice, sustain me. 
When I don’t see the path ahead, guide me. 
When I don’t know the next step, support me. 
In every day and in every moment, be my strength. 
Amen.

Live The Liturgy - Inspiration of the Week
In the midst of life’s greatest storms, Jesus comes to us, but  
we may not recognize him. We may test him. In doing so, he 
will test us - and likely, we will fail. But when we falter, his 
saving hand is there.

Virtues, Explained!
What is serenity? It is an attitude of calm, one that can only 
be identified when contrasted with turmoil. It is stillness in a 
storm. It is Christ, walking steadily across the raging waves. It 
is the feeling we find when we are reconciled to God’s mercy.

Sunday Offertory &  
   Unrestricted Donations

Volunteer Usher Needed
• Friendly, personable usher to serve at weekend liturgies.  

• Member of a four-person team, duties include:  
welcoming, assisting with seating, collecting the offertory, 

distributing bulletins, and insuring a safe environment.

Shifts last 1 ½  hours. Volunteers are needed to join the  
Sunday 7:30am, 9am, 12pm, 5:30pm usher teams.  

No experience required. Training provided.

Contact Stuart Love: 941-780.7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org

St Martha’s Caritas  
Volunteers & Donations Needed

 Caritas Outreach Ministry provides assistance with utility 
payments, transportation, food, prescriptions, and work attire for 

thousands in Sarasota in acute financial need.  
VOLUNTEERS are needed Tuesdays & Fridays 9am-11am  

Contact Tony Cocco at anthonycocco@aol.com 
Thank you all for your donations and volunteer time!
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August 9-15, 2026Weekly Mass Intentions & Donation Opportunit ies

Sun, Aug 9. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Rom 9:1-5;  
                                     Mt 14:22-33 
7:30am. . . . .    [WG] . .   Bob and Ione Fowler by Bob & Lynne Klitzman 
9:00am. . . . .    [GS]. . .    Frank Herrera by Friend 
10:30am. . . .   [GR]. . .    For All Parishioners  
12:00pm. . . .   [FS] . . .    John McCall by Martina O’Sullivan  
12:00pm. . . .   []. . . . . .       (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm. . . . .    [GS]. . .    Ione Fowler by Rose Fowler
Mon, Aug 10 . .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 Cor 9:6-10; Jn 12:24-26 
7:30am. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     Sarah and Joseph Dormeyer  
                                    by David & Paula Shigley 
8:30am. . . . .    [WG]. .   Gertrude Schock by the Heibel Family 
12:00pm. . . .   [GS]. . .    Edna Koury, MD by Bill Koury
Tue, Aug 11. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ez 2:8–3:4; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
7:30am. . . . .    [GS]. . .    Catherine O’Rouke by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     Ryan Halstead by Mom 
12:00pm. . . .   [GR]. . .    L&D Mbrs of the Robert Pacur Family  
                                    by Barbara Pacur
Wed, Aug 12 . . . . . . .      Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22; Mt 18:15-20 
7:30am. . . . .    [WG] . .   Carole Ann Salmon by the Salmon Family 
8:30am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    Raymond Crucet by Wife 
12:00pm. . . .   [GS]. . .    Missing and Exploited Children  
                                    by Betty & Joe Pluffe
Thu, Aug 13. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ez 12:1-12; Mt 18:21–19:1 
7:30am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    Sergio Massara by Aldo Massara 
8:30am. . . . .    [WG] . .   Carole Salmon by the Salmon Family  
12:00pm. . . .   [FS] . . .    Dr. Joseph Iacopelli by Stephanie & John Iacopelli
Fri, Aug 14 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63; Mt 19:3-12 
7:30am. . . . .    [WG] . .   Andrew Casale by Stephanie & John Iacopelli 
8:30am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    Thanksgiving to St. Anthony of Padua  
                                    by Carmella Scarongella 
12:00pm. . . .   [FS] . . .    Denise Nasce by the Kiwczak Family 
7:30pm. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     (Vietnamese) Special Intentions
Sat, Aug 15 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 1 Cor 15:20-27;  
                                    Lk 1:39-56 
7:30am. . . . .    [GS]. . .    Celeste Rivas Hernandez by Matthew Ballestros 
8:30am. . . . .    [FS] . . .    Pearl Arch by Terry and Lindy Donahue 
4:00pm. . . . .    [GR]. . .    Joe Russo by Wife 
5:30pm. . . . .    [WG] . .   (L) Patrick Sheridan by the Family
Sun, Aug 16. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Is 56:1, 6-7; Rom 11:13-15, 29-32; Mt 15:21-28 
7:30am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    (L) Maria Corsaro by the Corsaro Family 
9:00am. . . . .    [FS] . . .    (L) Judy Kozlowski by Marcia 
10:30am. . . .   [WG] . .   For All Parishioners  
12:00pm. . . .   [WG] . .   (L) Joshua and Andres Duarte by Mom  
12:00pm. . . .   [JV] . . .    (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm. . . . .    [GS]. . .    L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family  
                                    by Betty & Joe Plouffe
Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS) 
Fr. Gennadi (GR), Fr. Walter (WG)
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Volunteer• Events • Activit ies

bingo
night

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2026
In St Martha’s Parish Hall

 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
CARDS ARE $10 EACH, OR 3 FOR $20.
ONLY FOR ATTENDEES 18 YEARS OF

AGE OR OLDER
 PROCEEDS HELP FUND

 ST MARTHA'S CFA COMMITMENT

We invite you to be part of a community  
of Vincentians who go to the poor. 
Call the Incarnation parish office 
941.921.6631 or come to one of our 
meetings on the last Monday of each 
month at 6:30pm. 
The harvest is indeed great, but  
more laborers are needed.

– St. Vincent dePaul • That is the Vincentian Mission.

It is said that no  
form of charity is 

foreign to the  
St. Vincent de  
Paul Society. 

Go to the poor and  
you will find God.

Wedding Banns
 

Steven Marchetti & Elisabeth Tufano (2)
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August 9-15, 2026Kids Corner

Sharing the Gospel  
Mary was humble. She loved and trusted God. 
God had been good to Abraham and to the people of 
Israel. Mary would do as God asked. God, the mighty 
one, chose her out of many women to be the mother 
of his only Son. Be like Mary. Do not brag about your 
goodness. Do not act like you are better than others. 
Then God will lift you up to a place of high honor with 
him in heaven.

Mission for the Week  
 I will hear and do whatGod asks in a humble manner.

Prayer  
Lord, help me be humble, kind, and loving.
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St Mary Academy 
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August 9-15, 2026St Martha School
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Interesting & Important Information

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .  941.484.9543 

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.955.3934 
Christ the King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.924.2777 
Incarnation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs .  .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  .  .  .   Longboat Key  .  .  .   941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Bradenton  .   .   .   .  941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel .  .  .   Siesta Key  .   .   .   .  941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  .  .  .  .    Lakewood Ranch  .  941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School, Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson, Principal 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy, Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds, Principal 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 .  .  .  .  .     941.371.4917

Important Contact Information
Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Dn. Vern Smith  .   .   .   dcvern@stmartha.org 
Catholic Charities .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Diocese of Venice .  .  .   941.484.9543 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Thomas Varas  .  .  .  .    tvaras@stmartha.org 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .   . Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .     941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .   . Dc Pat Macaulay  .  .  .   dcpatrick@stmartha.org  
Finance Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Emil Efthimides  .  .  .   ede24@usa.com 
Family Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Gary Kerschner  .   .   .   Kerschg56@gmail.com 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .  .    Tony Cocco, Chair  .   .   941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .       Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .    941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  .  .  .  .  .      Dale Thompson  .   .   .   941.350.9010 
Lectors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Randy Kelly  .  .  .  .  .     510.853.0401 
O.C.I.A.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Patricia Sileo  .   .   .   .   941.366.4210 
Parish Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .    941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .     941.366.4210 
Solve Maternity Homes .  .  .  .     Peggy Kerwin  .  .  .  .    941.748.0094 
Ushers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Steve Mislyan  .  .  .  .    941.993.0997 
Volunteer Coordinator  .  .  .  .     Stuart Love  .   .   .   .   .   941.780.7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Jim & Agnes Rutushni  . 941.960.5128



Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St 

 941.906.9575
CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS
& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210
Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236
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Building Materials • Furniture 
Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Large item? 
COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  
Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 
specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 
www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care

CHUCK DEMCHAK
Attorney at Law

PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1900 Ringling Blvd 
Sarasota FL 34236

SMD.law | cdemchak@smd.law | 941-365-7171

At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231
www.wiegandbrothers.com

Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family



Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
	 1990 Main St., Ste 750 	 1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
	 Sarasota, FL 34236	 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman
941-366-5476

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 

Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI
Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations
(941) 366-5510

tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 
CHIHA

Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  
WE’LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

•	 All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Attorney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.
(941) 366-3282

Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

4502 McAshton St. • Sarasota, FL 342334502 McAshton St. • Sarasota, FL 34233

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Office: 941-708-0850
Member Services: 1-800-401-2740
TTY/DD: 711 M-F 8am-8pm

Gayle Cain 
Benefit Consultant Manatee, 
Sarasota, Charlotte Counties

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER
Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999

SarasotaSarasota
Bernie WalshBernie Walsh 941-485-3777941-485-3777
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• Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service
• Live-in & Hourly Services

• Residential/Commercial Cleaning Services
941-212-0310 • info@polishcareservices.com

polishcareservices.com • 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota

FL Lic. 238868 Cert 33563
Registered & Insured

We Make Everyday Life Easier

8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201
941.360.2255 | www.braccianodermatology.com

DAVID M.  
BRACCIANO, D.O.

Dermatology &  
MOHS Surgery


