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Our Pastor, Father George

August 30, 2026 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
by Father George 
When the weather reporters predict storms or hurricanes, we  
know that they do it based on good, trustworthy scientific data  
research. Many people are involved in observing the weather  
patterns, causes, and the weather developments long before  
these events come to our shores. The predictions they make  
are quite accurate. That is why we watch weather reports.

Similarly, Jesus’ predictions of His own passion made sense  
and had reason. They were preparing His followers for it and  
explaining the source, the sense, and purpose of the cross.

His death was not an accident caused by circumstances or by  
accidental people. The prophecies of the Old Testament and  
Jesus’ own predictions show that Jesus knew that His passion  
and cross was going to happen. This knowledge and awareness  
of the passion before it happened shows that it was all planned, 
and it all made sense and served a purpose. This made the passion 
of Christ even more significant and the cross an important sign of 
salvation. We do come to believe that God is behind it; this could  
not have happened without a great plan of the Divine mind.

Peter did not fully  
understand God’s plan  
for Jesus. First, inspired 
by God himself he had 
told Jesus that he was  
the Christ, the Son of God. 
But he did not know that 
the cross and passion of 
Christ was necessary  
for the salvation of 
humanity. Peter said to 
Jesus: God forbid, Lord! 
That You would suffer 
greatly from the elders, 

the chief priests, and the scribes and be killed. No such thing shall 
ever happen to You. Peter thought that this was unacceptable for 
the Son of God, he was saving Jesus from harm. Then he heard the 
words: Whoever wishes to come after Me must deny himself, take  
up the cross, and follow Me. This was something new for Peter  
and for all disciples of the Lord. They were learning that the saving 
passion and cross of Christ is the necessary way, the best way  
and the only way, through which Satan will be conquered. 

The lesson of the Gospel teaches us: Not to try to gain the world, 

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

Bishop Emilio Biosca announced 
some new appointments in the  
Diocese of Venice - He appointed  
Fr. David M. Vidal (Pastor of Ave Maria 
Parish) as Vicar General, Fr. Robert 
Dziedziak (Pastor of St. Mary, Star of  
the Sea Parish) as Judicial Vicar,  
Fr. Robert Kantor (Pastor of St. Agnes 
Parish) as Episcopal Vicar for Clergy,  
Dr. Volodymyr Smeryk as Chancellor  
of the Diocese of Venice.   

September 1st is the World Day of Prayer for the Care of  
Creation - which offers us a fitting opportunity to reaffirm our 
personal vocation to be stewards of creation, to thank God for the 
wonderful handiwork which He has entrusted to our care, and to 
implore His help for the protection of creation as well as His  
pardon for the sins committed against the world in which we live. 
(Pope Francis, August 6, 2015).

Next Sunday, September 6, 2026, is the 23rd Sunday  
in Ordinary Time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George 

continued to  k

 l Sermon continued from previous column

because you may lose your life while doing it. Try to gain the love  
of God. Open your eyes of faith and see the plan of God for your life. 
If you don’t see it yet ask God to help you to discover it.

Secondly, there is nothing that you have which would buy your life; 
only God can grant it to you. Keep praying to God for your salvation. 

In the same way as Jesus predicted His passion and cross, He is  
predicting His coming with His angels in His Father’s glory. 

Be ready for it. 

“Try to  
gain the  

love of God.” 
 

- Father George
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Events• Prayers• Volunteer

Observances August 30-September 6
Sun, Aug 30	 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Thu, Sept 3	 St. Gregory the Great, Pope and  
		  Doctor of the Church 
Sun, Sept 6	 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Events from the Diocese of Venice

Prayer for Vocations 
Dear God,
Give us the courage and strength to answer when You call! 
Give us clarity and trust to hear Your soft invitations.
Give us the love to respond, and the bravery to take the steps 
that will bring us ever closer to You.
Amen.

Live The Liturgy - Inspiration of the Week
Plenty of people are drawn to Jesus. Curious about him. 
Inspired by him. But can they carry the cross? Today, Jesus 
tells us that we cannot have one without the other - it is Christ 
and the cross, or nothing at all. Which will we choose?

Virtues, Explained!
Virtuous zeal refers to an all-consuming love, which has for 
its obiect the Lord Himself. Closeness with God is impeded 
by anything contrary to the teachings of Jesus Christ, so no 
person can be zealous for God if they are violent or hateful.

Volunteers Needed - The Diocese Jail Ministry 
needs volunteers to bring communion to the inmates  
at the Sarasota County jail. Men and women  
volunteers visit the jail on Main Street in Sarasota on 
Sunday afternoons. We need a few more men and  
women, so we can schedule volunteers roughly one 
Sunday per month. This is an incredibly rewarding  
ministry that is greatly appreciated by the inmates.  
If you’d like to discuss the ministry please call or email 
John Ledek, a parishioner at St. Thomas More. He  
manages the volunteers at the jail. 801.493.5328 or  
johnledek@gmail.com. 
Surrender! Young Adult Conference - All young  
adults 18–35, please join us on Saturday, September 5 
from 7am-7pm at St. Peter the Apostle Parish in  
Naples for a day of faith, fellowship, and spiritual growth 
featuring inspiring talks, interactive activities, games, 
Holy Mass at 6pm, and much more. More info or to  
register, email ea.youngadultgroup@gmail.com.
Save the Date! - Together in Holiness Marriage  
Conference  for married and engaged couples October 24 
from 9am–4:30pm at Our Lady of Light Parish in  
Fort Myers. Registration: $64/couple and $5/child for 
on-site childcare. Early Bird discount through September 14. 
To register: togetherinholiness.org/venice. 
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August 30-September 5, 2026Mass Intentions• Parish Happenings• Volunteer

Sun, Aug 30 . .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jer 20:7-9; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-27 
7:30am. . . . .    [WG]. . .    (L) Aldo C. Zucaro by Cathy Giblin 
9:00am. . . . .    [FS]. . . .     Hank Salerno by Ann Crowley 
10:30am. . . .   [WG]. . .    For All Parishioners  
12:00pm. . . .   [FS] . . .    (L) Natalia Caceres by Aunt  
12:00pm. . . .   [JV]. . . .     (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm. . . . .    [GR]. . .    L & D Mbrs of the Cummins Family  
                                    by Bob and Virginia Forget
Mon, Aug 31 . .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Cor 2:1-5; Lk 4:16-30 
7:30am. . . . .    [WG]. . .    Annette Barth by Lucy and Albert Suarez 
8:30am. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     Brian Kneafsey by Marilyn 
12:00pm. . . .   [JV]. . . .     Joan T. Frazer by Claire Meade
Tue, Sep 1. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Cor 2:10b-16; Lk 4:31-37 
7:30am. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     John and Ann Begley and Family 
                                    by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    (L) Monica Lingen by Sister 
12:00pm. . . .   [WG]. . .    Madelyn Heibel by the Heibel Family
Wed, Sep 2 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Cor 3:1-9; Lk 4:38-44 
7:30am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    L & D Mbrs of the Polson Family  
                                    by Melissa Furman 
8:30am. . . . .    [WG]. . .    (L) Jenny Lynn Dunn by Mom 
12:00pm. . . .   [WG]. . .    (L) Eric Helms by John and Mary McGruder
Thu, Sep 3. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Cor 3:18-23; Lk 5:1-11 
7:30am. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     Carol Comery by Claire Collins 
8:30am. . . . .    [WG]. . .    Ruth Donahue by Terry and Lindy Donahue  
12:00pm. . . .   [FS] . . .    Richard Deary by John
Fri, Sep 4. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Cor 4:1-5; Lk 5:33-39 
7:30am. . . . .    [WG]. . .    Maria Massara by Aldo Massara 
8:30am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    Nayla Larkham by Joe and Nora Stephan 
12:00pm. . . .   [GR]. . .    (L) Kathleen Gardy by Maureen Devine 
7:30pm. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     (Vietnamese) Special Intentions
Sat, Sep 5 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Cor 4:6b-15; Lk 6:1-5 
7:30am. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     Richard Moran by the Moran Family 
8:30am. . . . .    [FS] . . .    Edward Joseph Shoffstall  
                                    by Kathleen Vigeland 
4:00pm. . . . .    [WG]. . .    Jim Gallo by Hank and Jan Castonguay 
5:30pm. . . . .    [GR]. . .    (L) Cashel Helms by John and Mary McGruder
Sun, Sep 6. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ez 33:7-9; Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20 
7:30am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    Mary Elizabeth Connor by the Family 
9:00am. . . . .    [WG]. . .    L & D Mbrs of the Ragan Family  
                                    by Dr. Richard & Melissa Furman 
10:30am. . . .   [FS] . . .    For All Parishioners  
12:00pm. . . .   [GR]. . .    Kevin O’Sullivan by Martina O’Sullivan 
12:00pm. . . .   [JV]. . . .     (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm. . . . .    [WG]. . .    L & D Mbrs of the Plouffe Family  
                                    by Betty and Joe Plouffe
Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS) Fr. Gennadi (GR), Fr. Walter (WG)

Volunteer Usher Needed 
• Friendly, personable usher to serve liturgies,  

duties include:  
welcoming, assisting with seating, collecting the offertory, 

distributing bulletins, and insuring a safe environment.
Shifts last 1 ½  hours.  

Volunteers are needed to join all the Sunday usher teams.  
No experience required. Training provided.

Contact Stuart Love:  
941-780.7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org
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Donate • Events• Volunteer

We invite you to be part of a community of Vincentians who go to the 
poor. Call the Incarnation parish office 941.921.6631 or come to one 

of our meetings on the last Monday of each month at 6:30pm. 
The harvest is indeed great, but more laborers are needed.

– St. Vincent dePaul • That is the Vincentian Mission.

It is said that no form of charity is foreign to the  
St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

Go to the poor and you will find God.
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August 30-September 5, 2026

Kids Corner

Events

Sharing the Gospel  
Sometimes it’s hard to give of your time, or your toys, 
or even to share your friends. Sometimes you want to 
be selfish and keep everything for yourself. This is not 
what Jesus did. He kept sharing God’s love all the time. 
He shared so much that he even gave his life for us by 
dying on the cross. Jesus wants us to share like he did, 
to give of ourselves even when we want to be selfish.

Mission for the Week  
Give of your time this week to help someone  
who needs it.

Prayer  
Heavenly Father, give me strength to share your love.
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St Mary Academy 
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August 30-September 5, 2026St Martha School
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Events & Important Information

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .  941.484.9543 

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.955.3934 
Christ the King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.924.2777 
Incarnation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs .  .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  .  .  .   Longboat Key  .  .  .   941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Bradenton  .   .   .   .  941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel .  .  .   Siesta Key  .   .   .   .  941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  .  .  .  .    Lakewood Ranch  .  941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School, Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson, Principal 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy, Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds, Principal 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 .  .  .  .  .     941.371.4917

Important Contact Information
Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Dn. Vern Smith  .   .   .   dcvern@stmartha.org 
Catholic Charities .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Diocese of Venice .  .  .   941.484.9543 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Thomas Varas  .  .  .  .    tvaras@stmartha.org 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .   . Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .     941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .   . Dc Pat Macaulay  .  .  .   dcpatrick@stmartha.org  
Finance Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Emil Efthimides  .  .  .   ede24@usa.com 
Family Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Gary Kerschner  .   .   .   Kerschg56@gmail.com 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .  .    Tony Cocco, Chair  .   .   941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .       Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .    941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  .  .  .  .  .      Dale Thompson  .   .   .   941.350.9010 
Lectors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Randy Kelly  .  .  .  .  .     510.853.0401 
O.C.I.A.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Patricia Sileo  .   .   .   .   941.366.4210 
Parish Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .    941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .     941.366.4210 
Solve Maternity Homes .  .  .  .     Peggy Kerwin  .  .  .  .    941.748.0094 
Ushers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Steve Mislyan  .  .  .  .    941.993.0997 
Volunteer Coordinator  .  .  .  .     Stuart Love  .   .   .   .   .   941.780.7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Jim & Agnes Rutushni  . 941.960.5128



Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St 

 941.906.9575
CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS
& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210
Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236
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Building Materials • Furniture 
Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Large item? 
COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  
Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 
specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 
www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

CHUCK DEMCHAK
Attorney at Law

PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1900 Ringling Blvd 
Sarasota FL 34236

SMD.law | cdemchak@smd.law | 941-365-7171

At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231
www.wiegandbrothers.com

Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family



Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
	 1990 Main St., Ste 750 	 1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
	 Sarasota, FL 34236	 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman
941-366-5476

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 

Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI
Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations
(941) 366-5510

tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 
CHIHA

Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  
WE’LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

•	 All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Attorney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.
(941) 366-3282

Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

4502 McAshton St. • Sarasota, FL 342334502 McAshton St. • Sarasota, FL 34233

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER
Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999

SarasotaSarasota
Bernie WalshBernie Walsh 941-485-3777941-485-3777
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• Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service
• Live-in & Hourly Services

• Residential/Commercial Cleaning Services
941-212-0310 • info@polishcareservices.com

polishcareservices.com • 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota

FL Lic. 238868 Cert 33563
Registered & Insured

We Make Everyday Life Easier

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot CareContact Trey Hill

thill@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2613

8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201
941.360.2255 | www.braccianodermatology.com

David M. Bracciano, D.O.
Dermatology & MOHS Surgery


