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Our Pastor, Father George

September 13, 2026 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
by Deacon Vern 
The number Peter offers, seven times, sounds generous. It’s more 
than most of us manage on a good day. But Jesus answers with 
something that feels impossible: not seven times, but seventy times 
seven. He isn’t giving a math problem. He’s revealing the heart of God.

The parable that follows is intentionally uncomfortable. A servant 
forgiven an impossible debt, millions of dollars in today’s terms, 
turns around and throttles a fellow servant over pocket change.  
We hear it and think, how could he? But Jesus wants us to recognize 
ourselves in that servant. Not to shame us, but to wake us up.

Because the truth is simple and sharp: We forgive others only to  
the extent that we remember how deeply we have been forgiven.

Every time we come 
before the Lord, 
whether in prayer, in  
confession, or simply 
in the quiet honesty 
of our hearts, we 
stand as people 
whose debts have 
been wiped clean. Not 
because we earned 
it. Not because God 
was obligated. But 
because mercy is 
who God is.

And Jesus is clear: 
that mercy is meant 
to flow through us,  
not just to us.

Forgiveness doesn’t 
mean pretending the 
hurt didn’t happen. It 
doesn’t mean 
trusting someone 
who has broken trust. 
It doesn’t mean  
excusing injustice. 
But it does mean 
refusing to let 
resentment become 
our master. It means 
choosing to release 

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

Feast of the Exultation of the Cross 
September 14th – This Feast celebrates 
a double anniversary. In Jerusalem, 
Constantine erected a round church,  
the Anastasis, above the empty  
grave of Jesus, and a basilica, the  
Martirium; in the square between the 
two churches, a shrine, Calvarium, 
marking the place of the crucifixion. 
Dedicated in 335, they were destroyed 
by the Persians in 614. The two  
churches were rebuilt by Patriarch 

Modestus of Jerusalem c. 626 but were later destroyed by the  
Muslims in 1009. The present church of the Holy Sepulcher, rebuilt 
by the Crusaders, was dedicated in 1149. Today also commemorates 
the discovery of the Lord’s cross by the empress St. Helen in 320.  

Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrow September 15th - By the 14th  
century the sorrows of Mary numbered seven: the presentation  
of Jesus in the Temple, the flight into Egypt, Jesus being lost in  
Jerusalem, the meeting of Mary and Jesus on the way to Calvary,  
the crucifixion, the taking down of Jesus’ body from the cross,  
and his burial. In Christian art Our Lady of Sorrows is portrayed  
as Mary whose heart is pierced with seven swords. 

Next Sunday, September 20, 2026, is the 25th Sunday  
in Ordinary Time.

With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George 

continued to  k

the grip of anger so that God can heal what we cannot.

Sometimes forgiveness is a moment. Often, it’s a long, slow journey. 
But every step toward forgiveness is a step toward freedom.

This Sunday, Jesus invites us to remember the size of the debt God 
has forgiven in us, and to let that memory soften our hearts toward 
those who have wounded us. Not because they deserve it, but 
because we have been shown mercy beyond deserving.

And when forgiveness feels impossible, Jesus doesn’t say, Try  
harder. He says, Come to Me. Because only grace can make the 
heart capable of mercy. The human in us may be vengeful, but God 
whom we should follow, is different: The Lord is kind and merciful, 
slow to anger, and rich in compassion (Responsorial Psalm).

“ Forgiveness  
doesn’t mean  

pretending the hurt  
didn’t happen. 

It doesn’t mean  
trusting someone  

who has broken trust. 
It doesn’t mean  

excusing injustice. 
But, it does mean  

refusing to let  
resentment become  

our master. 
It means  

choosing to release  
the grip of anger,  

so that  
God can heal  

what we cannot. ”  
- Deacon Vern

 l Sermon continued from previous column
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Events• Prayers• Volunteer

Events from the Diocese of Venice

Live The Liturgy - Inspiration of the Week
We have all been the wicked servant. We have denied others the same forgiveness and grace shown to us. This week, let us find new 
ways to make the love and mercy of God manifest in the lives of those we meet.

Virtues, Explained!
The modern world we all must share seems, in some ways,  
to be shrinking.
For good or ill, thanks to the internet, the widespread use of 
social media, and the omnipresence of smartphones, we are 
finding ourselves interacting frequently with people who live, 
act, and think differently than we do.
It may well be that the virtue of friendliness, known officially 
as affability, is more important than ever.
In fact, being attached as it is to the virtue of justice,  
friendliness is a debt we owe our fellow human beings,  
writes St. Thomas Aquinas (Sum., IllI, 114, Art. 2). The fact is,  
we cannot evangelize without kindness. We can see this in 
the instructions Christ gives his disciples in the Gospel of 
Matthew: As you enter a house, wish it peace. If the house 
is worthy, let your peace come upon it; if not, let your peace 
return to you. (Matthew 10:13)

Volunteers Needed - The Diocese Jail Ministry 
needs volunteers to bring communion to the inmates  
at the Sarasota County jail. Men and women volunteers 
visit the jail on Main Street in Sarasota on Sunday 
afternoons. We need a few more men and women, so 
we can schedule volunteers roughly one Sunday per 
month. This is an incredibly rewarding ministry that 
is greatly appreciated by the inmates. If you’d like to 
discuss the ministry please call or email John Ledek, a 
parishioner at St. Thomas More. He manages volunteers 
at the jail. 801.493.5328 or johnledek@gmail.com. 
Is God calling You to consider the priesthood, or do you 
think it might be right for someone you know? Reach 
out to Father Alex Pince, Diocese’s Director of Vocations, 
to answer your questions, provide more information, or 
resources to help you to discern whether the priesthood 
is right for you. Father Pince 941.486.4703.

Prayer Lord, help me forgive other people completely 
and quickly.
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September 13-19, 2026Mass Intentions• Parish Happenings• Volunteer

Sun, Sep 13. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sir 27:30—28:7; Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35 
7:30am. . . . .    [WG] . .   Frances Rutkowski by Judy Mass 
9:00am. . . . .    [FS] . . .    Bryan Villabert by Meredith DeCastro 
10:30am. . . .   [GR]. . .    For All Parishioners  
12:00pm. . . .   [GR]. . .    (L) Ann Mongillo by Loretta Haddad 
12:00pm. . . .   [JV]. . . .     (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm. . . . .    [GR]. . .    L & D Mbrs of the Forget Family  
                                    by Bob and Virgina Forget
Mon, Sep 14 . . . . . . .        Nm 21:4b-9; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
7:30am. . . . .    [WG] . .   Efim Polyachenko by Aldo Massara 
8:30am. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     Kris Birmingham by Anne Marie Lennox 
12:00pm. . . .   [WG] . .   Lisa Walsh by Matt Walsh
Tue, Sep 15 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Jn 19:25-27 
7:30am. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     Rocky Lynn Ferguson by Carolyn Ferguson 
8:30am. . . . .    [WG] . .   Donna Rose by Peggy O’Connell 
12:00pm. . . .   [GR]. . .    Missing and Exploited Children 
                                    by Betty and Joe Plouffe
Wed, Sep 16 . . . . . . .        1 Cor 12:31—13:13; Lk 7:31-35 
7:30am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    Catherine and Mertl  
                                    by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am. . . . .    [WG] . .   L & D Mbrs of the Robert Pacur Family  
                                    by Barbara Pacur 
12:00pm. . . .   [WG] . .   (L) Nate Donahue  
                                    by Terry and Lindy Donahue
Thu, Sep 17 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 7:36-50 
7:30am. . . . .    [WG] . .   For Greater Respect for Human Life 
8:30am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    Lewis Castelli by the Castelli Family  
12:00pm. . . .   [FS] . . .    Herminia Santiago by R. Arellano
Fri, Sep 18 . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Cor 15:12-20; Lk 8:1-3 
7:30am. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     L & D Mbrs of the Barsky Family  
                                    by Melissa Furman 
8:30am. . . . .    [FS] . . .    Shari Smith by Anne Marie Lennox 
12:00pm. . . .   [GR]. . .    Maurice and Catherine DeLorenzo by Barbara
Sat, Sep 19. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Lk 8:4-15 
7:30am. . . . .    [WG] . .   Fernando Spaziani Testa  
                                    by the Caragiulo Family 
8:30am. . . . .    [JV]. . . .     Ernie Chambers by Margaret Neary 
4:00pm. . . . .    [GS]. . .    The Carrano Family by the Family 
5:30pm. . . . .    [GR]. . .    Genevieve Gizinski by Beth Cannata
Sun, Sep 20. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a 
7:30am. . . . .    [GS]. . .    Ryan Halstead by Mom 
9:00am. . . . .    [GR]. . .    Richard Murphy by Ann Crowley 
9:00am. . . . .    [GS]. . .    (Hall) Dieter Rexach by Mom and Dad 
10:30am. . . .   [WG] . .   For All Parishioners  
12:00pm. . . .   [FS] . . .    The Poor Souls by John and Mary McGruder 
12:00pm. . . .   [JV]. . . .     (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm. . . . .    [WG] . .   L & D Mbrs of the Cummins Family  
                                    by Bob and Virgina Forget
Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS) Fr. Gennadi (GR), Fr. Walter (WG)

Volunteer Usher Needed 
• Friendly, personable usher to serve liturgies,  

duties include:  
welcoming, assisting with seating, collecting the offertory, 

distributing bulletins, and insuring a safe environment.
Shifts last 1 ½  hours.  

Volunteers are needed to join all the Sunday usher teams.  
No experience required. Training provided.

Contact Stuart Love:  
941-780.7834 • volunteer@stmartha.org
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Donate • Events• Volunteer
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September 13-19, 2026

Kids Corner

Events

Sharing the Gospel Jesus says to forgive each other seventy times seven or 490 times. That’s forgiving once 
each day for more than a year. Put 490 jelly beans in a gallon Forgiveness Jug. Each time you forgive someone, eat a 
jelly bean. When you realize that God has forgiven you, it is easier to forgive others from your heart. God fills you with 
his love, which is even better than jelly beans. Then you can forgive without holding a grudge.

Wedding Banns
Nickolas Buric & Angelica Salustri (2)

Michael Woods & Mary Margaret Armstrong (2)

Mission for the Week I will forgive those 
who hurt me because God has forgiven me.
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St Mary Academy 
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September 13-19, 2026St Martha School
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Events & Important Information

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .  941.484.9543 

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.955.3934 
Christ the King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.924.2777 
Incarnation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs .  .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  .  .  .   Longboat Key  .  .  .   941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Bradenton  .   .   .   .  941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel .  .  .   Siesta Key  .   .   .   .  941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  .  .  .  .    Lakewood Ranch  .  941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School, Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson, Principal 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy, Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds, Principal 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 .  .  .  .  .     941.371.4917

Important Contact Information
Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Dn. Vern Smith  .   .   .   dcvern@stmartha.org 
Catholic Charities .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Diocese of Venice .  .  .   941.484.9543 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Thomas Varas  .  .  .  .    tvaras@stmartha.org 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .   . Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .     941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .   . Dc Pat Macaulay  .  .  .   dcpatrick@stmartha.org  
Finance Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Emil Efthimides  .  .  .   ede24@usa.com 
Family Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Gary Kerschner  .   .   .   Kerschg56@gmail.com 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .  .    Tony Cocco, Chair  .   .   941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .       Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .    941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  .  .  .  .  .      Dale Thompson  .   .   .   941.350.9010 
Lectors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Randy Kelly  .  .  .  .  .     510.853.0401 
O.C.I.A.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Patricia Sileo  .   .   .   .   941.366.4210 
Parish Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .    941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .     941.366.4210 
Solve Maternity Homes .  .  .  .     Peggy Kerwin  .  .  .  .    941.748.0094 
Ushers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Steve Mislyan  .  .  .  .    941.993.0997 
Volunteer Coordinator  .  .  .  .     Stuart Love  .   .   .   .   .   941.780.7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Jim & Agnes Rutushni  . 941.960.5128



Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St 

 941.906.9575
CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS
& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210
Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL
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Building Materials • Furniture 
Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Large item? 
COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  
Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 
specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 
www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

CHUCK DEMCHAK
Attorney at Law

PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1900 Ringling Blvd 
Sarasota FL 34236

SMD.law | cdemchak@smd.law | 941-365-7171

At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231
www.wiegandbrothers.com

Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family

Braces & Aligners for 
KIDS & ADULTS

Contact Us!

DrSmiles.com
941-88-ORTHO
941-886-7846

GET THAT  BACK TO SCHOOL SMILE!

In Cooper’s Hawk 
Shopping Center

Contact Trey Hill
thill@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2613



Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
	 1990 Main St., Ste 750 	 1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
	 Sarasota, FL 34236	 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman
941-366-5476

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 

Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI
Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations
(941) 366-5510

tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 
CHIHA

Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  
WE’LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

•	 All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Attorney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.
(941) 366-3282

Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

4502 McAshton St. • Sarasota, FL 342334502 McAshton St. • Sarasota, FL 34233

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER
Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999

SarasotaSarasota
Bernie WalshBernie Walsh 941-485-3777941-485-3777
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• Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service
• Live-in & Hourly Services

• Residential/Commercial Cleaning Services
941-212-0310 • info@polishcareservices.com

polishcareservices.com • 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota

FL Lic. 238868 Cert 33563
Registered & Insured

We Make Everyday Life Easier

Dr. Joan M. Koewler, DPM, FACFAS 
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM

Board Certified in Foot Surgery
4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

PODIATRIST  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care

8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201
941.360.2255 | www.braccianodermatology.com

David M. Bracciano, D.O.
Dermatology & MOHS Surgery

Sponsor a child. 
Change everything.

UNBOUND.ORG/VENICE

SPONSOR TODAY

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236


