


September 20, 2026
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Mt 20: 1-16a
by Deacon Bob

Often in life we lose perspective. In today’s Gospel, The Landowner
(who is analogous to the Father), invites laborers early to His vineyard

to tend to it. At the end of the day, they will receive their final reward.

Throughout the day, He invites more to tend to His vineyard. At the
end of the day, all get the same final reward. The ones who were called
early are somewhat jealous, that they toiled longer and all received the
same final reward. The ones called early lost their perspective.

The exact same thing happened to me this past weekend. As many
of you know, | am a huge Notre Dame football fan and am a season
ticket holder. As such, I go to every home game. This past weekend,
for some reason, | lost track of when | was flying out. So, my goal

was to go to the Basilica for the 10am Mass on Sunday. So, | did not
go to Mass after the

¢ Working in HiS game as | would for
an early flight. Late
' that Saturday night, |
ear th Iy Vlny ards m:ntisnl:erd 'c’:c): 2 If?fiend
after 10:30am Mass |

is not a chore,
but a gift.”

- Deacon Bob

would stop his house
(as he has a house

in South Bend for
games). He was on
the same flight as me.
He looked quizzically
at me. Puzzled he said, Our flight is at 9am, what are you thinking?
So now my mind scrambled to when | could go to Mass. The best
option now was to go to Epiphany Cathedral for their 5:30am Mass
which would make for a very busy and long day.

As | flew home and drove from the airport, | kept thinking | had to go
to Mass. | got home around 4:30am, and was thinking | had to go to
Mass. | was very tired and the devil started to creep into my brain.
Telling me loudly it is an obligation...you HAVE to go' | got into my
car reluctantly wanting to just go to sleep. | started to think about
the Eucharist as | pulled out of the driveway. Then | started to pray
the Our Father. Give us our daily bread: when | say those words, |
ask God to allow His Holy Spirit which is our true daily sustenance
into my heart. With that the Holy Spirit pounced into my thoughts!
My thoughts turned. I did not have to go to Mass... | GET T0 GO TO
MASS! | get to receive the Eucharist, | get to have the greatest honor
a person can have! | get to receive Christ!

Like the labors called to the vineyard early, for a little while I lost
perspective. For those who have accepted Jesus' call and have
found how much our God loves us earlier in our lives: we are not
doing without the pleasantries of life, it is rather we have found the
true joys of life earlier. We GET to serve God and live by God's Word!
The joys that we get from serving God far outweigh anything else.

continuedto

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

9am Sunday Mass in the hall - We
resume this Sunday (September 20)
our family/children Mass in the parish
hall, which will continue through the
school year. School children with
parents and families are specially
invited for this Mass as it accompanies
their religious education, catechism
classes and sacramental preparations.
The OCIA Catechumens and candidates

Our Pastor, Father George

are welcome at this Mass before their
10:15am meetings.

Feast of St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist (September 21) -
According to the bishop Papias, the Church’s canonical text of
Matthew draws upon the Aramaic traditions associated with his
name. Composed around 85AD, the gospel is generally arranged in
an alternating pattern of narrative and discourse. Intended for a
largely Jewish-Christian audience, it seeks to portray Christianity
as consistent with the Jewish tradition and a continuation of it.
Tradition holds that Matthew preached in Judea and in Ethiopia
where he was martyred; symbolized by the winged human
being mentioned in the Roman Canon; patron of accountants
and customs officers.

Next Sunday, September 27, 2026, is the 26th Sunday
in Ordinary Time.

With prayers for God's blessing to you and your family,
Father George

v Sermon continued from previous column

It really does! Serving God and working for God is not drudgery, it is
joy. Do we not feel our best when we help others and give our love
to others? It never has been about what we get or what happens

to us. Our true fulfillment in our earthly lives are when we do undo
others as we would have done unto us and love God with our whole
hearts and minds. The earlier we get to the vineyard, the sooner we
GET to have the joy in our earthly life that God wants us to have.

Our heavenly reward is promised to everyone who has been
heartfully sorry for their sins and loves God with their whole hearts.
But working in His earthly vineyards is not a chore but a true gift.
We GET to do that, and when we are at Mass instead of the beach,
or at a game, we GET to receive the greatest earthly gift: His Body
and Blood. WE get to have that physical relationship with our Lord!
Itis all in our perspective.
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Events - Prayers - Volunteer

Volunteers Needed - The Diocese Jail Ministry needs
volunteers to bring communion to the inmates at the Sarasota
County jail. Men and women volunteers visit the jail on Main
St. in Sarasota on Sunday afternoons. We can schedule vol-
unteers roughly one Sunday per month. This is an incredibly
rewarding ministry that is greatly appreciated by the inmates.
To discuss please call John Ledek, at 801.493.5328 or email
johnledek@gmail.com. He is a parishioner at St. Thomas
More and manages the volunteers at the jail. Thank you!

Virtues, Explained!

Jesus told the rich young man that in order to be saved, he
must sell all he owned and give the proceeds to the poor. This
is the virtue of liberality - giving of one’s resources freely and
in abundance.

However, the virtue of liberality should be practiced by each
person according to his state in life. The rich young man could
afford to lose everything - and indeed, was too attached to his
wealth. We are all called to give selflessly of what we have, but
“we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,’
writes St. Paul (Romans 12:6).

Some of us have too much time and have grown idle. Some of
us have too much talent and use it only to benefit ourselves.
Some of us have too much wealth, and hoard it jealously.
Whatever we have too much of will keep us from God. So let's
practice liberality, and be generous.

Prayer for an OCIA Class

Dear God,

You never cease calling each of us to You.

Be with our OCIA class as we journey to know You better.
Inspire our conversations, guide our lessons,

and direct our hearts as each of us seeks Your will.
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Mass Intentions - Hiring - Volunteer

Sun, Sep 20........
7:30am ....[GS] .
9:00am....[GR].
9:00am....[GS].
10:30am ...[WG] ..
12:00pm ... [FS] .
12:00pm ... [JV]..
5:30pm....[WG]
Mon, Sep 21.......
7:30am ....[GS] ..
8:30am....[FS] ...
12:00pm ... [GR]..
Tue,Sep22........
7:30am ....[GR]..
8:30am....[GS]..

Wed, Sep 23.......
7:30am ....[GR] ...
8:30am....[GR]..

12:00pm ... [GS] ...

Thu,Sep24........
7:30am ....[GS] ...
8:30am....[GR]...
12:00pm ... [FS] ..
Fri,Sep25.........
7:30am ....[GS] ...
8:30am....[FS] ..
12:00pm ... [GR] ...
Sat,Sep26........
7:30am ....[JV]...
8:30am....[FS] ...
4:00pm....[GR].

5:30pm....[WG] ..
Sun,Sep27........
7:30am ....[GR] ..
9:00am....[FS] ..
9:00am....[WG] .
10:30am ... [GS] .

12:00pm ...

5:30pm....

[

[
12:00pm ... [JV]...

[

Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a

.. Ryan Halstead by Mom
.. Richard Murphy by Ann Crowley
.. (Hall) Dieter Rexach by Mom and Dad

For All Parishioners

.. The Poor Souls by John and Mary McGruder
.. (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
.. L & D Mbrs of the Cummins Family

by Bob & Virgina Forget
Eph 4:1-7,11-13; Mt 9:9-13

. (L) Margaret Mary Battin by Sister

Ester Tengco by Romulo and Mafalda Tengco

. Owen Trumbull by Stu and Joan Love

Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Lk 8:19-21

. Al Donohoe by Claire Collins
. William Doland by Bill Doland
12:00pm ... [GS] ...

L & D Mbrs of the Burch Family
by Betty & Joe Plouffe

Prv 30:5-9; Lk 9:1-6

Norbert & Ingrid Fleischmann
by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly

. (L) Monica MclInerny Honeyford

by Joe & Cathy Cinque

L & D Mbrs of the Thomas Family

by Betty & Joe Plouffe

Eccl 1:2-11; Lk 9:7-9

Marylou Merner by Stephanie and John lacopelli
Maverick Dean Harmon by Dick and Holly

. Stephen Cottone by Sonia and Gary Galante

Eccl 3:1-11; Lk 9:18-22
Robert Simmons by Aldo Massara

.Victor Talomo by Mellissa Furman

Robert Brooke by Carolyn and Joe
Eccl 11:9-12:8; Lk 9:43b-45

. Catherine Warner by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly

Rosaria Haglich by Fred Gobic

. Michael Coppa by Marge Coppa

(L) Danny Gardy by Patricia Devine
Ez 18:25-28; Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32

.(L) Paula Shigley by Claire Collins
. Genevieve Halk by the Clergy
. (Hall) Kenneth J. Buffo, Jr.

by Diane Cafiero & Carol Chandler

.. For All Parishioners

.. Al Klevickis by Marcia Norris

. (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions

.. Gerald J. Boryszewski, Jr. by Mom and Dad

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS) Fr. Gennadi (GR), Fr. Walter (WG)

September 20-26, 2026
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Donate - Events - Volunteer

Weeifing By

Nickolas Buric & Angelica Salustri (3)
Michael Woods & Mary Margaret Armstrong (3)
Randolph Kelly & Anabelle Phounsavath (1)
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Events September 20-26, 2026

Kids Corner

Mission for the Week 1 will forgive those

who hurt me because God has forgiven me.

Prayer

When | am first or when | am last, thanks for giving me
what | need, Father.

Sharing the Gospel

Your Father says, “Will you work eight hours in my
garden for one hundred dollars?” You answer,

"Yes." You work hard for seven hours. Then your Father
says to two other people, “Will you work one hour in
my garden for one hundred dollars?” You shout angrily,
“Father, you are not fair’ He says, “You agreed to work
eight hours for one hundred dollars. That is fair."
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St Mary Academy
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Events & Important Information

Outreach Ministries
Altar Servers

Witness to Love

Dn. Vern Smith .

Important Contact Information

.. .dcvern@stmartha.org

Catholic Charities . . . . . . . Diocese of Venice . . .941.484.9543
Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . ... ....... 941.260.5427

Coso SantaMarta . . . ... ... ... ....... 941.366.4448
Choir/Cantor . . . ... ... Thomas Varas . . . .varas@stmartha.org
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . 941.366.4210
Extraordinary Ministers . . . . Dc Pat Macaulay . . .depatrick@stmartha.org
Finance Coundil . . . . . . .. Emil Efthimides . . .ede24@usa.com
Family Ministry . . . . .. .. Gary Kerschner . . . Kerschg56@gmail.com
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, MF) . . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . .941.366.5620
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . .941.321.2953

Knights of Columbus . . . . . Dale Thompson . . . .941.350.9010

lectors . .. ......... Randy Kelly . . . .. 510.853.0401

0.CIA .. ... .. .... Patricia Sileo . . . . . 941.366.4210

Parish Counal . .. ... .. Beth Cannata . . . .941.321.2953
PrayerLine . . .. ...... Parish Office . . . . . 941.366.4210

Solve Maternity Homes . . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . .941.748.0094

Ushers ... ......... Steve Mislyan . . . .941.993.0997
Volunteer Coordinator . . . . Stuartlove . . . . .. 941.780.7834

Jim & Agnes Rutushni .941.960.5128

Diocese of Venice

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . 941.484.9543
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes

Stude........... Sarasota . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . .. Sarasofa . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . ... ... Sarasofa . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . 941.755.1826
St.Patrick. .. ....... Sarasota . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . 941.923.1691
St.Joseph . ........ Bradenton . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School, Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson, Principal 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy, Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds, Principal 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . 941.371.4917
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Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210

Sarasota, FL 34239

NO DRUGS
THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST  NO INJECTIONS
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS & NO SURGERY!
IN AMERICA

Dr. David Cifra, DC

SarasotaDiscCenter.com Parishioner

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.
Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm
Building Materials « Furniture
Appliances « Flooring
Home Décor - Cabinets

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St
941.906.9575

CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com
1401 8th Ave. W. 6320 Venture Dr,, Ste. 104
Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch,
FL 34205 FL 34202
(941) 748-2216 (941) 907-3999

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

(941) 355-5400

“Call The Professionals”

Large item?
COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups
(941) 444-5782
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,
Restorative, Dental Hygiene

Providing simple to complex
specialty dental care in one
convenient location

120 S Tuttle Ave
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444

* %k %k Kk ok

Check our reviews online
www.drmisch.com

Braces & Aligners for
KIDS & ADULTS

GET THAT BACKTO SCHOOL SMILE!

DrSmiles.com
941-88-ORTHO
941-886-7846

Contact Us!

In Cooper’s Hawk
Shopping Center

CHUCK DEMCHAK
Attorney at Law
PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1900 Ringling Blvd
Sarasota FL 34236

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

SMD.law | cdemchak@smd.law | 941-365-7171

Pre-Planning Advisor www.palmsmemorial.com

www.wiegandbrothers.com

catholicmatch’

Florida
At Palms Memorial Park C\X?iebganfl Ch;'ll), e:]l(‘z'sCNow
elebration of Life Center
941.371.4962 941.921.5755
170 Honore Avenue 7454 South Tamiami Trail
Frank Burns Sarasota, FL 34232 Sarasota, FL 34231

Robert Toale Family

CatholicMatch.com/FL

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com
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TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI Stacey Maloney
Parishioner & Attorney at Law Attorney, M.B.A.
Willg/Trusts and Estates Business Administration

Real Estate & Succession PlanningEstate
Tax Exempt Organizations Planning & Administration

(941) 366-5510 (Wills & Trusts)

tinam@bowmangeorge.com Probate ¢ Real Estate
FREE CONSULTATION

" )74 o ] =) 1990 Main St., Ste 750 1201 6th Ave. W,, Ste 100, Unit #A621
97112926:2'526

o A s Sarasota, FL 34236 Bradenton, FL 34205
2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair
Sarasota, FL 34237 4502]McAshton %Om 34233 (941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com
MOBILE DENTISTRY
WE'LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING
« All Dental Services DR. ANTOINE
866.686.4423 CHIHA www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
v ) Serving Sarasota & )
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com panatee County, FL 1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236
Da‘"d M. Bracclano, D.o. Comp[iments of

Dermatology & MOHS Surgery

8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201 CONTRACTORS
941.360.2255 | www.braccianodermatology.com |

R. Craig Harrison

Attorney at Law
. Board Certified
Marllyn Kneafsey Wills « Trusts - Estates
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & LYONS. BEAUDRY &
PARISHIONER HARRISON. P.A
Marilyn. K@CBRealty.com (941) 36 6’ 32 82
. 941'3’73'0999 Conveniently located near St. Martha
Refer to this ad and I'll donate 1605 Main St., Suite 1111- Sarasota, FL

25% of my commission from - -
your transaction to St. Martha’s! craiga@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

ez e || Insurance Planning Solutions

Registered & Insured

We Make Everyday Life Easier Turning 65?
» Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service Need help with annual enrollment?
« Live-in & Hourly Services 2
» Residential/C cial Cleaning Services Just moved? ” )
941-212-0310 - info@polishcareservices.com Getting Married? Bernie Walsh} 941 -485-3777
polishcareservices.com « 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota Plannmg For retirement? [Sarasota)

Here to help you, your family and your
business find affordable insurance

Joy Leitner options to meet your needs.
'”d;%‘;dte"t (941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Sovereign Plastic Surgery _

Dr. Alissa Shulman Dr. Chris Sforzo,
941-366-5476 Orthopedic Surgeon

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon ..
Parishioner

Parishioner 941.378.5100

SforzoDillingham.com

www.SovereighPS

Sponsor a child.
Change everything.

SPONSOR TODAY

BARAK PODIATRY + 941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM
Board Certified in Foot Surgery

4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233
CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

UNBOUND.ORG/VENICE
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