


September 27, 2026
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
by Father George

Today'’s gospel parable criticizes the chief priests and elders, who
were the religious leaders of the time. They refused to believe in
Jesus and in John the Baptist who prepared ordinary people for the
coming of Christ. One son from the gospel parable represents them.
This son said yes to his father's instruction to work in his vineyard
but didn't go to work. This is what Jesus accused them of - of saying
yes to God and promising to work but not doing it. The second son,
who said no to his father's request to work in his vineyard but later
changed his mind, represents the outcasts, the tax collectors, and
prostitutes - meaning sinners. Even though they were sinners, they
listened to the preaching of John the Baptist, and they heard his
call to repentance for sins. They, in contrast to the religious leaders,

< were symbolized by
If you want to this son who first
5 said no to his father
repent from Sin, but later changed
y0uneedt0 his mind and went to
recognize sin in
your life, to

work for him.

Jesus loves when

we change and we
become good in

our moral behavior.
He didn't like His
religious leaders who
were supposed to be
good believers and
yet refused to believe
in Him.

become aware
of it, and of
its devastating

consequences. ”’

- Father George

St. Paul tells us why
it was so wrong to
refuse Jesus: He
wrote that, even though He was in the form of God, He humbled
Himself, He emptied Himself taking the form of a slave. For this God
greatly exalted Him giving Him a name at which all kneel, and every
tongue confesses that He is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

So, there are two lessons in this gospel story for us: one which
instructs us to repent for our sins, and the second one which
teaches us to believe in Jesus Christ.

They both go together, they both require an open mind, they don't
like stubbornness. If you want to repent from sin, you need to
recognize sin in your life, to become aware of it and of its
devastating consequences. Similarly, if you want to believe in Jesus
Christ, you need to see Him in your life, to become aware of Him, of
His love to you. May the Holy Spirit open our minds, purify them
from sin, and lead us to Jesus.

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:

Eucharistic Rosary Congress - The
annual Eucharistic Rosary Congress

in the Diocese of Venice will be held
October 3-9, 2026. This year's theme
is My spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Parishes throughout the Diocese will
have Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, with the five decades of
the Rosary being prayed every hour.

In St. Martha we will hold it on

Our Pastor, Father George

Wednesday, October 7 - There

will be an exposition and adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament

starting at 9am until 8pm. We will pray the Rosary on every top
hour. This abundance of prayer will undoubtedly draw from the
Lord many graces upon our families, the Diocese, the Universal
Church, the nation, and the world.

Next Sunday, October 4, 2026, is the 27th Sunday
in Ordinary Time.

With prayers for God's blessing to you and your family,
Father George
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Reh’gio us Education September 27-October 3, 2026
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Events - Prayers

Volunteers Needed - The Diocese Jail Ministry needs
volunteers to bring communion to the inmates at the
Sarasota County jail. Men and women volunteers visit the
jail on Main St. in Sarasota on Sunday afternoons. We
need a few more men and women, so we can schedule
volunteers roughly one Sunday per month. This is an
incredibly rewarding ministry that is greatly appreciated
by the inmates. If you'd like to discuss the ministry please
call John Ledek, at 801.493.5328 or email johnledek@
gmail.com. He is a parishioner at St. Thomas More and
manages the volunteers at the jail. Thank you!
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Mass Intentions - Events - Volunteer

Sun, Sep 27

7:30am....
9:00am....
9:00am....

10:30am ...
12:00pm ..
12:00pm ...
5:30pm....

........ Ez 18:25-28; Phil 2:1-11; Mt 21:28-32
[GR]...(L) Paula Shigley by Claire Collins
[FS] ... Genevieve Halk by the Clergy
[WG] .. (Hall) Kenneth J. Buffo, Jr.

by Diane Cafiero & Carol Chandler
GS] ... For All Parishioners

JV]....(Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions
GS] ... Gerald J. Boryszewski, Jr. by Mom & Dad

[

.[WG] .. Al Klevickis by Marcia Norris
[
[

Mon, Sep28....... Jb 1:6-22; Lk 9:46-50

7:30am....
8:30am....
12:00pm ...

Tue, Sep 29
7:30am ....
8:30am....
12:00pm ...

h...... (L) Paula Shigley by David & Paula Shigley
0....vs (L) Erick Dunn by Mom
..... Fr. Patrick by the Parishioners

........ Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Jn 1:47-51

O..eees Michaeline W. Czajkowski by Claire Meade
h...... Lauretta Tucker by Peggy 0'Connell

h...... Dec'd Mbrs of the Lupo Family by the Family

Wed, Sep 30....... Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Lk 9:57-62

7:30am....
8:30am....
12:00pm ...

Thu, Oct1.
7:30am....
8:30am....
12:00pm ...

Fri, Oct2...
7:30am....
8:30am....
12:00pm ...

Sat, Oct 3..
7:30am ....
8:30am....
4:00pm....
5:30pm....

Sun, Oct 4.
7:30am....
9:00am....
9:00am....

10:30am ...
12:00pm ...
12:00pm ...
5:30pm....

h...... Grace Hipp by David and Paula Shigley
...... (L) Deacon Pat Macaulay by Peggy 0'Connell

[0...... Raymond Vecci by Lorrie and Joe Giannette
........ Jb19:21-27; Lk 10:1-12

h..... Salvatore lacopelli by Stephanie & John lacopelli
0....vs Antoinette Valentino by Anna Caragiulo

..ot Rita Eckstrom by Maria Smith

........ Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Mt 18:1-5, 10
1...... Charles Koenig by Sharon Koenig
h...... Wendy Reardon by Dolores Branson
h..... Edward Joseph Shoffstall

by Kathleen H. Vigeland

........ Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Lk 10:17-24

| Amy Adelman Zorn by Aldo Massara
| (L) Lia Howell by Matthew Ballesteros
| Brian Kneafsey by Marilyn

| Jordan Kruzel by Stacy Kruzel

........ Is 5:1-7; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43
..ot Ryan Halstead by Mom
[0.oeins Anh Nle Doan by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly

O..eees (Hall) Maurice & Catherine DelLorenzo
by Barbara

1...... For All Parishioners

1..... James W. Meade by Claire Meade

... (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions

1...... L&D Mbrs of the Forget Family

by Bob & Virginia Forget

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS) Fr. Gennadi (GR), Fr. Walter (WG)

September 27-October 3, 2026

Eucharistic Adoration at Incarnation Catholic
Church, Sarasota - We invite you to Eucharistic Adoration
with live music and Confession, held on the first Thursday
of every month at 6:30pm, 2929 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota.
All are welcome to spend time in the presence of Jesus!

Youth Adoration Nights - Young people from across the
Diocese are invited to an evening of prayer and Eucharistic
Adoration. Come spend time in the presence of Jesus and
encounter Him alongside other young Catholics. Bring your
friends and join us for this special night of faith, prayer, and
community on Thursday, October 8, from 6-8pm. Ave Maria
Catholic Church, 5078 Pope John Paul Il Boulevard, Ave Maria.
Contact Andres Prias, 941.441.1122.

Charismatic Renewal Conference at St. Charles
Borromeo, Port Charlotte - A day of empowerment,
healing, and impartation with speaker Deacon Larry Oney
and Andi Oney on Saturday, November 7, from 9am -3pm at
St. Charles Borromeo, 21505 Augusta Ave, Port Charlotte. $65
includes breakfast and lunch, register venicecharismatic.org.
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Donate - Events « Accolades

Weeifings B

Randolph Kelly & Anabelle Phounsavath (2)
Fuad Khoury & Sara Sanchez(1)
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Events September 27-October 3, 2026

Kids Corner

Mission for the Week 1 will ask my parents

to read the Bible to me every day.

Prayer
God, | want to listen to your words.

Sharing the Gospel

God wants you to change your way of behaving after
you hear his words. He wants you to say you are sorry
and believe in him. He wants you to be a better per-
son. He wants you to choose good over evil. Write your
favorite Bible verse. Stick it on your mirror or your lunch
box. When you know it by heart and do what it says,
then get a new verse. That will make God happy.
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St Mary Academy
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St Martha School September 27-October 3, 2026
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Events & Important Information

Outreach Ministries

Witness to Love

Important Contact Information

Altar Servers . . . ... ... Dn. Vern Smith . . . .dcvern@stmartha.org
Catholic Charities . . . . . . . Diocese of Venice . . .941.484.9543
Community Pregnancy Clinics . . . ... ....... 941.260.5427

Coso SantaMarta . . . ... ... ... ....... 941.366.4448
Choir/Cantor . . . ... ... Thomas Varas . . . .varas@stmartha.org
Eucharist Adoration . . . . . . Parish Office . . . . . 941.366.4210
Extraordinary Ministers . . . . Dc Pat Macaulay . . .depatrick@stmartha.org
Finance Coundil . . . . . . .. Emil Efthimides . . .ede24@usa.com
Family Ministry . . . . .. .. Gary Kerschner . . . Kerschg56@gmail.com
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, MF) . . . Tony Cocco, Chair . . .941.366.5620
Hospitality Ministry . . . . . . Beth Cannata . . . .941.321.2953

Knights of Columbus . . . . . Tom Gillis. . . . . .. 941.350.9010

lectors . .. ......... Randy Kelly . . . .. 510.853.0401

0.CIA .. ... .. .... Patricia Sileo . . . . . 941.366.4210

Parish Counal . .. ... .. Beth Cannata . . . .941.321.2953
PrayerLine . . .. ...... Parish Office . . . . . 941.366.4210

Solve Maternity Homes . . . . Peggy Kerwin . . . .941.748.0094

Ushers ... ......... Steve Mislyan . . . .941.993.0997
Volunteer Coordinator . . . . Stuartlove . . . . .. 941.780.7834

Jim & Agnes Rutushni .941.960.5128

Diocese of Venice

1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285. . . . . 941.484.9543
Neighboring Diocesan Parishes

Stude........... Sarasota . . . . . 941.955.3934
Christ the King . . . . . .. Sarasofa . . . . . 941.924.2777
Incarnation . . . ... ... Sarasofa . . . . . 941.921.6631
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs . Sarasota . . . . . 941.755.1826
St.Patrick. .. ....... Sarasota . . . . . 941.378.1703
St. Mary Star of the Sea . . Longboat Key . . 941.383.1255
St. Thomas More . . . . . . Sarasota . . . . . 941.923.1691
St.Joseph . ........ Bradenton . . . . 941.756.3732
St. Michael the Archangel . . Siesta Key . . . . 941.349.4174
Our Lady of the Angels . . . Lakewood Ranch . 941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
St. Martha Catholic School, Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson, Principal 941.953.4181
St. Mary Academy, Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds, Principal 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 . . . . 941.371.4917

10 St Martha Catholic Church - Serving Sarasota Since 1913




Midtown Medical Park Sunday Brunch!
1215 S. East Avenue 8:30am-4:30pm
Suite 210
Sarasota, FL 34239 Building Materials « Furniture
NO DRUGS Appliances « Flooring
THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST  NO INJECTIONS Home Décor « Cabinets
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS & NO SURGERY! —
Dr. David Cifra, DC
IN AMERICA SarasotaDiscCenter.com  pgrishioner Downtown Sarasota
Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain. ;2?39:;' :i;s?ts
Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION! CestLaVi.eSare;sota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate

Corporate Planning | Community Association Law Large item?
Joseph L. Najmy, Esq. COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups
jnajmy@najmythompson.com (941 ) 444'5782
1401 8th Ave. W. 6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104 °
Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch, www.habitatsrq.or
I wood Re (941) 355-5400 | ! rq.org
(941) 748-2216 (941) 907-3999 . 11 Th P f . 1 9 Donat.lo'n dr'op—off times for smaller items 10am—4:39pm
WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM Ca € rroiessionais Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,
Restorative, Dental Hygiene

Providing simple to complex
specialty dental care in one
convenient location

FREE Electric Toothbrush
with
Braces or Aligners

DrSmiles.com «
941-88-ORTHO - 941-886-7846

120 S Tuttle Ave 3 , .
Sarasota, FL 34237 In Cooper’s Hawk Shopping Center

941.957.6444
* %k %k Kk ok

Check our reviews online
www.drmisch.com

CHUCK DEMCHAK
Attorney at Law
PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1900 Ringling Blvd
Sarasota FL 34236

941.955.4171

SMD.law | cdemchak@smd.law | 941-365-7171 ToaleBrothers.com

catholicmatch’
Florida

At Palms Memorial Park C“?iebgﬂnfl Chﬂjlie'l z'sCNow
941.371.4962 elebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
170 Honore Avenue 7454 South Tamiami Trail
Frank Burns Sarasota, FL 34232 Sarasota, FL 34231 -
Pre-Planning Advisor www.palmsmemorial.com www.wiegandbrothers.com Robert Toale Fam”y CatholicMatch.com/FL
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TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI Stacey Maloney
Parishioner & Attorney at Law Attorney, M.B.A.
Willg/Trusts and Estates Business Administration

Real Estate & Succession PlanningEstate
Tax Exempt Organizations Planning & Administration

(941) 366-5510 (Wills & Trusts)

tinam@bowmangeorge.com Probate ¢ Real Estate
FREE CONSULTATION

" )74 o ] =) 1990 Main St., Ste 750 1201 6th Ave. W,, Ste 100, Unit #A621
97112926:2'526

o A s Sarasota, FL 34236 Bradenton, FL 34205
2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair
Sarasota, FL 34237 4502]McAshton %Om 34233 (941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com
MOBILE DENTISTRY
WE'LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING
« All Dental Services DR. ANTOINE
866.686.4423 CHIHA www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
v ) Serving Sarasota & )
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com panatee County, FL 1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236
Da‘"d M. Bracclano, D.o. Comp[iments of

Dermatology & MOHS Surgery

8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201 CONTRACTORS
941.360.2255 | www.braccianodermatology.com |

R. Craig Harrison

Attorney at Law
. Board Certified
Marllyn Kneafsey Wills « Trusts - Estates
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & LYONS. BEAUDRY &
PARISHIONER HARRISON. P.A
Marilyn. K@CBRealty.com (941) 36 6’ 32 82
. 941'3’73'0999 Conveniently located near St. Martha
Refer to this ad and I'll donate 1605 Main St., Suite 1111- Sarasota, FL

25% of my commission from - -
your transaction to St. Martha’s! craiga@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

ez e || Insurance Planning Solutions

Registered & Insured

We Make Everyday Life Easier Turning 65?
» Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service Need help with annual enrollment?
« Live-in & Hourly Services 2
» Residential/C cial Cleaning Services Just moved? ” )
941-212-0310 - info@polishcareservices.com Getting Married? Bernie Walsh} 941 -485-3777
polishcareservices.com « 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota Planmng For retirement? [Sarasota)

Here to help you, your family and your
business find affordable insurance

Joy Leitner options to meet your needs.
i ovbral (941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Sovereign Plastic Surgery _

Dr. Alissa Shulman Dr. Chris Sforzo,
941-366-5476 Orthopedic Surgeon

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon ..
Parishioner

Parishioner 941.378.5100

SforzoDillingham.com

www.SovereighPS

Sponsor a child.
Change everything.

SPONSOR TODAY

BARAK PODIATRY + 941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care
Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM
Board Certified in Foot Surgery

4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233
CompleteAndGentleFootCare.com

UNBOUND.ORG/VENICE
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