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Our Pastor, Father George

October 18, 2026 
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Mt 22:15-21 
by Deacon Bob 
In Today’s Gospel, the Pharisees (supposedly religious patriots 
who are vehemently against Roman rule) and the Herodians (who 
are the Jewish political figures entrenched with the Romans) work 
together to trap their common enemy, Our Lord Jesus Christ. They 
attempt to trick Jesus by asking Him a question with what they think 
are only two options and thus create a dilemma for Our Lord. They 
hope to either have Jesus commit to affirming the tax and painting 
Him as a Roman sympathizer, and discrediting Him to the rest of the 
Jews, or discrediting the tax, and then being able to turn Jesus over 
to the Romans as instigating a tax revolt. 

But Jesus understands the differentiations of this world and the 
Kingdom of God. Those trying to trap Jesus only consider the earthly 
world and not the Kingdom of God. In the earthly world, the decisions 
are based on money, power, and self-interest. In the Kingdom of God 
our decisions are based on God who is Love. The question we need 
to ask ourselves is do we understand the differentiations? Like the 
question posed to Our Lord, we do need to give to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s. But we also need to give to God what is God’s. And when 
it comes to the Kingdom of God, we do only have two choices. A 
few months ago I quoted a line from a song, there are two paths we 
can go by, but in the long run, there is still time to change the road 
you are on. With the Kingdom of God, we can choose one of the two 
paths: one in which we worship all that glitters is gold, or the path of 
worshiping Our Triune God.

There was a very devoted married couple on the Titanic. They were 
extremely rich and a powerful family from New York City at the time 
of the maiden voyage of the unsinkable ship. Their names were 
Isidore and Ida Straus. They were married from 1871 to the Titanic’s 
sinking in 1912. They were incredibly charitable but deeply 
committed to each other. They were traveling with their two personal 
servants. Upon the Titanic hitting the iceberg, they were called up 
to the main deck. The call went out for women and children to get 
on the lifeboats. Ida and her female servant boarded lifeboat #8. 
But upon getting on, Ida refused to stay on without her husband. 
The purser, understanding he needed to save both the women, and 
knowing they would not stay without  
Isidore, invited him to board as well.  
But Isidore flatly refused, noting he 
would not get on till every other man 
had a seat on a lifeboat. With that,  
Ida calmly handed her fur coat to her 
servant Ellen Byrd, telling her she 
would not need it this evening. The 
boat was lowered without Ida. The  
last known sighting of Ida and Isidore 
was as they walked hand in hand  
and sat down on deck chairs together 
on the promenade deck. 

This Week’s Sermon

Notes From Father George:
Some memories about Bishop Frank Dewane  
– He had time for young people. At  
Confirmations, I usually stood next to him,  
holding the Chrism Oil and I witnessed 
firsthand how, despite his health problems, he 
stood for quite a long time and engaged in  
conversations with Confirmation candidates. 
He gave them demanding questions about 
their Patron Saints and they responded well. 

They seemed to like his challenges. He was good educator and 
shepherd.  He was always well prepared for his episcopal ministry, 
and any time he came to St. Martha’s church, he was in our sacristy 
at least half an hour before Mass. Once or twice, he was there before 
me. He was a dedicated laborer in God’s vineyard. With his own 
generous Christian service to people in need, he inspired his priests 
to offer good Christian service to parishioners. Many will remember 
him fondly. May he rest in peace! 
Missionary proclamation  – Cardinal Fernandez spoke to newly 
ordained Catholic Bishops from around the world (including  
Bp. Emilio Biosca), gathered in Rome, about the church which needs 
to “proclaim the beauty of God’s love for people, to recognize that 
love in Jesus Christ, who gave himself completely on the cross. And, 
as a consequence of having been captivated, to open themselves 
to an encounter with the risen Jesus Christ, truly alive, who saves 
us.” He reminded new Bishops that God loves his people, and Jesus 
saves us through his cross and when we believe in Him to be alive 
and present in our lives, we feel blessed.  May we realize that God 
loves us and through the passion and resurrection of Christ, 
which we believe in, God is present in our lives!                                                                                                                                         
Next Sunday, October 25, 2026, is the 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time.
With prayers for God’s blessing to you and your family, 
Father George 

continued to  k

“With the Kingdom of God,  
we can choose one of the two paths: 

one in which we worship  
‘all that gritters is gold’, or the  

path of worship Our Triune God.”  
- Deacon Bob

Ida had a choice as to what she was going to worship. She could 
have chosen this world, or she could have chosen Love. Ida chose to  
worship kindness, goodness, and love! Similarly, Jesus is reminding 

us today we have the same choice. 
Certainly we must live in the world of 
Caesar, no ifs, ands, or buts. But we do 
have a choice as to what to worship. 
Are we going to worship power, money, 
prestige, and human glory, or do we 
pick God who is Love? Ida, who had 
everything in this world and the Kingdom 
of God: had the same choice. She 
experienced both. She saw what was 
greater and she chose Love. God who 
loves us beyond all telling is offering us 

the same choice. Jesus is begging us from His cross to pick Love.  
He who is Love is asking us to pick Him! 

 l Sermon continued from previous column
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A Message from the Bishop•  Events• Volunteer

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We will celebrate World Mission Sunday on October 18, 2026, Catholics 
throughout the world unite in prayer and generous sacrifice to support 
the Church’s missionary work and the Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith. This year marks the 100th anniversary of World Mission Sunday. 
Pope Leo XIV has chosen the theme, “One in Christ, united in mission.”  
As members of one Body in Christ, we are called to share the Gospel  
and support the Church’s mission throughout the world.

The World Mission Sunday Collection in the Diocese of Venice in Florida 
will take place on the weekend of October 17 & 18, 2026. Your generosity 
supports mission territories through the formation of seminarians and 
religious sisters, churches, schools, healthcare, and pastoral programs.

Thank you for your continued generosity and prayers in support of the 
Church’s missionary mission. 

With prayerful best wishes, I am. Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ Emilio E. Biosca, O.F.M. Cap. 
Bishop of the Diocese of Venice in Florida
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Sun, Oct 18. . . . . . . . 	Is 45:1, 4-6; 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21 
7:30am. . . .    [GR]. . . .    Ryan Halstead by Mom 
9:00am. . . .    [FS]. . . .    (L) Joe Stephan by Clergy 
9:00am. . . .    [GS]. . . .    (Hall) Elizabeth Fett by Patty & Chris Sileo 
10:30am. . .   [WG]. . .   For All Parishioners  
12:00pm. . .   [GS]. . . .    William Meyer by Stu and Joan Love 
12:00pm. . .   [JV]. . . .    (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm. . . .    [WG]. . .   L&D Mbrs of the Cummins Family  
                                  by Bob & Virginia Forget
Mon,  Oct  19. . . . . .      Eph 2:1-10; Lk 12:13-21 
7:30am. . . .    [GS]. . . .    Ferd Thompson by Mary Ann Thompson 
8:30am. . . .    [JV]. . . .    Grace Borsky by Walter Serwatka 
12:00pm. . .   [WG]. . .   Diane Festa by Carolyn and Joe
Tue, Oct 20 . . . . . . .        	Eph 2:12-22; Lk 12:35-38 
7:30am. . . .    [GR]. . . .    (L) Paul and (D) Marge Lortie  
                                  by David & Paula Shigley 
8:30am. . . .    [WG]. . .   John Kegarise by Tina Mroczkowski and Family 
12:00pm. . .   [GS]. . . .    L&D Mbrs of Thomas Family by Betty & Joe Plouffe
Wed, Oct 21 . .  .  .  .  .  Eph 3:2-12; Lk 12:39-48 
7:30am. . . .    [GS]. . . .    Bill Salomone by M.J. Salomone and Family 
8:30am. . . .    [GR]. . . .    John Kegarise by Debbie Arronis & Family 
12:00pm. . .   [WG]. . .   Modesda Tesorero by Romulo & Mafalda Tengco
Thu, Oct 22. . . . . . .       Eph 3:14-21; Lk 12:49-53 
7:30am. . . .    [JV] . . . .    Tom Scerbo by John and Stephanie Iacopelli 
8:30am. . . .    [GR]. . . .    (L) Alexis Olds by the Family  
12:00pm. . .   [FS]. . . .    Eileen Sweeney by Angela Sweeney
Fri, Oct 23 .. . . . . . . .Eph 4:1-6; Lk 12:54-59 
7:30am. . . .    [GR] . . .   James P. Meade by Claire Meade 
8:30am. . . .    [FS]. . . .    Francis Sweeney by Angela Sweeney 
12:00pm. . .   [GS]. . . .    Ken Kennedy by Geri Harbour
Sat, Oct 24. . . . . . . .        Eph 4:7-16; Lk 13:1-9 
7:30am. . . .    [GS]. . . .    Thomas & Marie Kelly & Family  
                                  by Thomas & Jacqueline Kelly 
8:30am. . . .    [JV]. . . .    Dec’d Mbrs of the Lupo Family by the Family 
4:00pm . . .   [GR] . . .   Onofria Lupo by Alda Stipanov 
5:30pm. . . .    [FS]. . . .    Gerald J. Boryszewski, Jr. by Mom & Dad
Sun, Oct 25. . . . . . .       Ex 22:20-26; 1 Thes 1:5c-10; Mt 22:34-40 
7:30am. . . .    [WG]. . .   Ryan Halstead by Mom 
9:00am. . . .    [GS]. . . .    Michael Houlihan by Michael & Margaret 
9:00am. . . .    [FS]. . . .    (Hall) (L) Todd Yutzler by Maureen Devine 
10:30am. . .   [GR]. . . .    For All Parishioners  
12:00pm. . .   [FS]. . . .    (L) Pam O’Brien by Mother 
12:00pm. . .   [JV]. . . .    (Hall/Vietnamese) Special Intentions 
5:30pm. . . .    [GS]. . . .    L&D Mbrs of the Burch Family  
                                  by Betty & Joe Plouffe

Fr. George (GS), Fr. Joseph (JV), Fr. Fausto (FS) Fr. Gennadi (GR), Fr. Walter (WG)

Women’s Guild Christmas Market, Longboat Key - 
St. Mary Star of the Sea Church’s Christmas Market is on  
November 12 from 4pm-7:30pm and November 13 from 10am-
2pm in the Father Pick Hall, 4280 Gulf of Mexico Drive, Longboat 
Key. More information, contact Sue DiNatale 716.713.1604. 

Eucharistic Adoration at Incarnation, Sarasota -  
Incarnation Catholic Church invites you to Eucharistic Adoration 
with live music and Confession, on the first Thursday of every 
month at 6:30pm, 2929 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota 34239. All are 
welcome to come and spend time in the presence of Jesus!

Something New is Coming to OLPH this Christmas! 
December 13, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat Center, 
Venice, becomes Bethlehem Village - a special Christmas 
celebration for families, friends, and parish communities 
to step into the story of Christmas. Come for a day filled 
with Christmas music, family activities, a festive Bethlehem 
Marketplace, Bishop St. Nicholas, and a Live Nativity – all 
centered on the joy and meaning of Christ’s birth. OLPH is 
looking for a select group of local artisans and small  
businesses to become part of our Bethlehem Village  
Marketplace! The retreat center is creating a curated  
marketplace with unique products. Vendor applications  
are now being accepted olph-retreat.org/vendors-wanted. 
More information 941.486.0233.

Happenings in  the Diocese
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Donate • Events

We invite you to be part of a  
community of Vincentians who go  
to the poor. 
Call the Incarnation parish office 
941.921.6631 or come to one of our 
meetings on the last Monday of each 
month at 6:30pm. 
The harvest is indeed great, but  
more laborers are needed.

– St. Vincent dePaul • That is the Vincentian Mission.

It is said that no  
form of charity is 

foreign to the  
St. Vincent de  
Paul Society. 

Go to the poor and  
you will find God.
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Kids Corner

Live The Liturgy • Virtures • Catholic families Info

Sharing the Gospel When you grow up and earn money, you will have to pay taxes. Taxes pay for many good 
things that keep us safe and healthy. When you grow up in your faith, you will want to give God some of the money 
you earn, because all you have is a gift from God.

Prayer 
God, teach me to use money wisely so my community 
and my church can grow.

Mission for the Week  
Take care of God’s world. Together as a family, clean 
up trash that’s lying around in your neighborhood.

Live The Liturgy - Inspiration of the Week
The Pharisees try to trick Jesus into starting a political revolution. They 
don’t realize he came to start a revolution of the heart, not the state. 
God’s image is stamped on our soul, but still the world tries to claim us. 
Revolt! You belong to God.

Virtues, Explained!
It is not easy for man, wounded by sin, to maintain moral balance, we 
read in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (1811). Christ’s gift of 
salvation offers us the grace necessary to persevere in the pursuit of 
the virtues.
Perseverance is unique because without it, we cannot grow in any 
of the other virtues. If we cannot persevere, we cannot carry the 
cross. Faith, hope, love, mercy, justice, temperance - these virtues 
are the fruits of a Christian life, and perseverance is the soil in which 
they take root.
Like the soil in any garden, it has to be nourished. Perseverance is fed 
by trials, difficulties, and temptations. We rejoice in our sufferings, 
writes St. Paul, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 
hope does not disappoint us (Romans 5:4-5).
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St Mary Academy 
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Events & Important Information

Diocese of Venice  
1000 Pinebrook Road, Venice, FL 34285 .   .   .   .   .  941.484.9543 

Neighboring Diocesan Parishes 
St. Jude  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.955.3934 
Christ the King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.924.2777 
Incarnation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.921.6631 
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs .  .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.755.1826 
St. Patrick  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.378.1703 
St. Mary Star of the Sea  .  .  .   Longboat Key  .  .  .   941.383.1255 
St. Thomas More  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       Sarasota  .   .   .   .   .  941.923.1691 
St. Joseph  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Bradenton  .   .   .   .  941.756.3732 
St. Michael the Archangel .  .  .   Siesta Key  .   .   .   .  941.349.4174 
Our Lady of the Angels  .  .  .  .    Lakewood Ranch  .  941.752.6770

Bishop Nevins Academy 4380 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 
St. Martha Catholic School, Mrs. Mari Jo Hanson, Principal 941.953.4181 
St. Mary Academy, Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds, Principal 941.366.4010

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School 
4171 Fruitville Road, Sarasota, FL 34232 .  .  .  .  .     941.371.4917

Important Contact Information
Outreach Ministries 
Altar Servers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Dn. Vern Smith  .   .   .   dcvern@stmartha.org 
Catholic Charities .  .  .  .  .  .  .        Diocese of Venice .  .  .   941.484.9543 
Community Pregnancy Clinics  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.260.5427 
Casa Santa Marta .  .  .  .  .  .  .         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .941.366.4448 
Choir/Cantor .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Thomas Varas  .  .  .  .    tvaras@stmartha.org 
Eucharist Adoration  .   .   .   .   .   . Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .     941.366.4210 
Extraordinary Ministers  .   .   .   . Dc Pat Macaulay  .  .  .   dcpatrick@stmartha.org  
Finance Council .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Emil Efthimides  .  .  .   ede24@usa.com 
Family Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Gary Kerschner  .   .   .   Kerschg56@gmail.com 
Herrig Caritas (9-11am, M-F)  .  .  .    Tony Cocco, Chair  .   .   941.366.5620 
Hospitality Ministry .  .  .  .  .  .       Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .    941.321.2953 
Knights of Columbus  .  .  .  .  .      Tom Gillis  .   .   .   .   .   .   941.400.6991 
Lectors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Randy Kelly  .  .  .  .  .     510.853.0401 
O.C.I.A.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Patricia Sileo  .   .   .   .   941.366.4210 
Parish Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         Beth Cannata  .  .  .  .    941.321.2953 
Prayer Line .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           Parish Office  .  .  .  .  .     941.366.4210 
Solve Maternity Homes .  .  .  .     Peggy Kerwin  .  .  .  .    941.748.0094 
Ushers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Steve Mislyan  .  .  .  .    941.993.0997 
Volunteer Coordinator  .  .  .  .     Stuart Love  .   .   .   .   .   941.780.7834 
Witness to Love  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Jim & Agnes Rutushni  . 941.960.5128



Sunday Brunch!
8:30am-4:30pm 

Downtown Sarasota
1553 Main St 

 941.906.9575
CestLaVieSarasota.com

Estate Planning | Probate | Real Estate 
Corporate Planning | Community Association Law

WWW.NAJMYTHOMPSON.COM

Joseph L. Najmy, Esq.
jnajmy@najmythompson.com

1401 8th Ave. W.
Bradenton,  

FL 34205
(941) 748-2216

6320 Venture Dr., Ste. 104
Lakewood Ranch,  

FL 34202
(941) 907-3999

Call 941.358.2224 or 315.345.7390 today to schedule a FREE CONSULTATION!

THIS DOCTOR IS AMONG THE BEST 
SPINAL DECOMPRESSION PHYSICIANS 

IN AMERICA

NO DRUGS
NO INJECTIONS
& NO SURGERY!

SarasotaDiscCenter.com
Dr. David Cifra, DC

Parishioner

Midtown Medical Park
1215 S. East Avenue
Suite 210
Sarasota, FL 34239

Medical Breakthrough Technology for Neck and Low Back Pain.

(941) 355-5400
“Call The Professionals”

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL
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Building Materials • Furniture 
Appliances • Flooring   

Home Décor • Cabinets

Large item? 
COMPLIMENTARY Pick Ups

(941) 444-5782 
www.habitatsrq.org

Donation drop-off times for smaller items 10am-4:30pm 
Our vision is everyone deserves a decent place to live.

Oral Surgery, Periodontal,  
Restorative, Dental Hygiene 

Providing simple to complex 
specialty dental care in one 

convenient location

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Check our reviews online 
www.drmisch.com

120 S Tuttle Ave 
Sarasota, FL 34237

941.957.6444 

941.955.4171
ToaleBrothers.com

CHUCK DEMCHAK
Attorney at Law

PERSONAL INJURY | CRIMINAL DEFENSE

1900 Ringling Blvd 
Sarasota FL 34236

SMD.law | cdemchak@smd.law | 941-365-7171

At Palms Memorial Park

941.371.4962
170 Honore Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34232

www.palmsmemorial.com

Wiegand Chapel is Now 
Celebration of Life Center

941.921.5755
7454 South Tamiami Trail

Sarasota, FL 34231
www.wiegandbrothers.com

Frank Burns
Pre-Planning Advisor Robert Toale Family

Contact Trey Hill
thill@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2613

In Cooper’s Hawk Shopping Center

DrSmiles.com •  
941-88-ORTHO • 941-886-7846

FREE Electric Toothbrush
with

Braces or Aligners



Stacey Maloney
Attorney, M.B.A.

THE LAW OFFICE OF STACEY MALONEY, PLLC
	 1990 Main St., Ste 750 	 1201 6th Ave. W., Ste 100, Unit #A621
	 Sarasota, FL 34236	 Bradenton, FL 34205

www.MaloneyLegalFL.com
(941) 301-8877 | Email: Stacey@MaloneyLegalFL.com

Business Administration 
& Succession PlanningEstate 
Planning & Administration 

(Wills & Trusts) 
Probate • Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION

Dr. Alissa Shulman
941-366-5476

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
1950 Arlington St., Suite 112 

Sarasota, Florida 34239

www.SovereignPS.com

Sovereign Plastic Surgery
Cosmetic Plastic Surgeon

Mommy MakeoversParishioner 

TINA M. MROCZKOWSKI
Parishioner & Attorney at Law

Wills/Trusts and Estates 
Real Estate 

Tax Exempt Organizations
(941) 366-5510

tinam@bowmangeorge.com

2750 Ringling Blvd, Suite 3 
Sarasota, FL 34237

(941) 587-3584
MJOYLFL@COMCAST.NET

Insurance Planning Solutions

Florida State License P131704 / Marketplace Certified

Turning 65?
Need help with annual enrollment?

Just moved?
Getting Married?

Planning For retirement?

Here to help you, your family and your 
business find affordable insurance 

options to meet your needs.Joy Leitner
Independent 

Agent

Compliments of 

239.332.4646 • bandiflorida.com

DR. ANTOINE 
CHIHA

Serving Sarasota & 
Manatee County, FL

MOBILE DENTISTRY  
WE’LL COME TO YOU!
IN HOME OR ASSISTED LIVING

•	 All Dental Services

866.686.4423
www.geriatrichousecalldentistry.com

Attorney at Law
Board Certified  

Wills • Trusts • Estates
LYONS, BEAUDRY &  

HARRISON, P.A.
(941) 366-3282

Conveniently located near St. Martha
1605 Main St., Suite 1111• Sarasota, FL

craig@lyonsbeaudryharrison.com

R. Craig Harrison

941-926-2526941-926-2526
Full Service Import & Domestic Auto Repair

4502 McAshton St. • Sarasota, FL 342334502 McAshton St. • Sarasota, FL 34233

941.378.5100 
SforzoDillingham.com

Dr. Chris Sforzo, 
Orthopedic Surgeon

Parishioner

Refer to this ad and I’ll donate  
25% of my commission from  

your transaction to St. Martha’s!

Marilyn Kneafsey
BROKER-ASSOCIATE & 

PARISHIONER
Marilyn.K@CBRealty.com

941-373-0999

SarasotaSarasota
Bernie WalshBernie Walsh 941-485-3777941-485-3777
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• Homemaker, Companion Caregiver Service
• Live-in & Hourly Services

• Residential/Commercial Cleaning Services
941-212-0310 • info@polishcareservices.com

polishcareservices.com • 46 N Washington Blvd, Ste 20, Sarasota

FL Lic. 238868 Cert 33563
Registered & Insured

We Make Everyday Life Easier

8035 Cooper Creek Blvd., Suite 101 | University Park, FL 34201
941.360.2255 | www.braccianodermatology.com

David M. Bracciano, D.O.
Dermatology & MOHS Surgery

Sponsor a child. 
Change everything.

UNBOUND.ORG/VENICE

SPONSOR TODAY

www.trattoriabellanapoli.com
1551 Main Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

Dr. Joseph M. Barak, DPM
Board Certified in Foot Surgery

American Board of Podiatric Medicine
and American Board of Wound 

Management certified

4157 Clark Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233

www.barakpodiatryofsarasota.com

BARAK PODIATRY  ✦  941.923.4999
Complete & Gentle Foot Care


